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News in Brief...

A note from the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,

I am pleased to present to you a snapshot of our growth data from the beginning of the year to now. 
This provides key information about individual student progress and growth so far in key learning areas 
of the curriculum. 
As you can see, our students in Years 1-6 have made significant growth in 4 months in areas of reading, 
writing and mathematics. However, this also means that we need to continue to provide extra support 
to our students in those areas, by continuing with our literacy and mathematics extension and 
intervention programs. These programs support and assist students in addition to their current 
classroom programs offered at Saltwater College. 

In addition to the above, this data has also helped us to identify our high achievers and put strategies in 
place to ensure that our teaching is relevant, significant and challenging to those students. 

The entry point graph indicated results collated in February of this year. As you can see in May, 
students increased their level of understanding in Vocabulary and Conventions by 14% and Reading by 
15%. 

In Mathematics, students across the cohort have shown significant amounts of growth in all areas of Number 
and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. Students have increased their level of 
understanding in Numeracy by 9%.

Safety

Although it is outside of the 
school’s jurisdiction, parking 
and driving safety are 
continuing as a concern at 
drop off and pick up time. 
Parents are urged to exercise 
a level of caution and 
consideration during these 
hours. Child safety is of 
absolute importance and at 
the moment it is being 
compromised. As we work 
through the parking issues 
around the school, we 
implore you to have patience 
with each other as a 
community. Remember that 
our children are watching, 
and as role models we need 
to display patience, 
consideration and care 
towards one another. Small 
level of courtesy and kindness 
can prevent an incident and 
keep our school safe.
School playgrounds are only 
supervised between the 
hours of 9-3.20. We strongly 
recommend parental 
supervision outside of these 
hours. Please note that no 
dogs are permitted on school 
grounds for any reasons no 
matter how big or small.



• Expansion of Vocabulary- the more we read, the more words we gain exposure to, and they’ll inevitably make their way into our
everyday vocabulary.
• Better Writing Skills- This goes hand-in-hand with the expansion of your vocabulary: Exposure to published, well-written work has a
noted effect on one’s own writing, as observing the writing styles of other authors will invariably influence your own work.
• Critical and Analytical Thinking- reading helps us put critical and analytical thinking to work by taking note of all the details
provided and sorting them out to determine the underlying message in a text or critiquing the plot.
• Improves Memory- reading helps us to remember an assortment of characters, their backgrounds, ambitions, history, as well as the
various plots that weave their way through every story. That’s a fair bit to remember, however, our brain allows us to remember these things
with relative ease. Every new memory we create forges new synapses and strengthens existing ones, which assists with short-term memory.

In the next edition of our newsletter, I will publish our data from the prep cohort. 

Last week, we said goodbye to Mrs Allan who was the classroom teacher in Prep A. Mrs Allan picked up another teaching position at 
another school. We wish her the best of luck with her future endeavours. Mrs Allan’s replacement is Julia Sambell. We welcome Ms Sambell to 
Saltwater P-9 College.

Thank you to all families who were able to attend our recent Digital Technologies Parent Information sessions. The evening was a huge 
success, with so many parents attending to listen to the implementation of our parent communication portals and to view the children’s 
presentations and work around digital technologies in classrooms. It was a proud moment for me to see our student taking risks and 
presenting to the audience, showcasing ways that technology has been incorporated in classrooms to enhance student achievement and 
engagement. 

Finally, from all of us at Saltwater College we would like to congratulate our Assistant Principal Ms Angela Petridis and her husband George 
Bervanakis on their beautiful wedding that occurred over the weekend. Angela displayed grace under pressure in the last few weeks leading up 
to the wedding, managing to balance her school responsibilities with last minute wedding preparations. The wedding was elegant and Ang 
looked radiant in a white gown. From here on in, we can all lovingly refer to her as Mrs Ang Bervanakis. 

Thank you, 
Ms Jackie Daniali.

The information gathered has also provided the school will vital information about our whole school’s main focus and our professional 
development plan. As mentioned in previous newsletters, reading is an area that on which we are placing a huge emphasis. To 
support your children in this area at home, I strongly urge you to continue to read to and with your children on a daily basis. 

Statistics and theories show that the benefits of reading are: 

We are pleased to announce 
that on 2 Jun 2019, Lukas 
Elliot of 3B participated in 
the Ballet Teachers’ 
Workshop and won in his 
section.  In being the winner 
of his section, he was 
selected to participate in the 
finals that will be held in the 
Darebin Entertainment 
Centre where he will be 
performing his first dance 
solo.   Since 1964, the Ballet 
Teachers’ Workshop has 
held annual scholarships for 
the purpose of encouraging 
and supporting the 
development of our young 
Victorian dancers.  It is such 
an honour to be select for 
such an auspicious event.su 
Your Saltwater family is 
behind you, Lukas!



Student Wellbeing 
Camps Sports and Excursion Fund: This is an annual payment to the school to be used towards 
camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the benefit of the eligible student. Parents with a 
Centre link Health Care Card or Pension Concession Card are eligible to apply. Annual Bursary 
amount is $125 for primary students. The CSEF program closes on 28 June, 2019. Application forms 
are available from the office.

Social Skills Program:  At Saltwater College we incorporate social skills into all our sessions and will be 
commencing a specific social skills program in the upcoming weeks. The social skills program will link 
with the IB, supporting our students to be clear communicators, effective and reflective thinkers and 
listeners. Good social skills are important for everyday life. They enable us to know what to say, how to 
make good choices and how to behave in different situations. Social skills can influence your academic 
performance, behaviour, relationships and your involvement in extracurricular activities. All families 
will be receiving a letter in regards to the program. If you do not wish for your child to be involved in 
the program please contact the office.

School Readiness Information Session 
On Monday 27 May, Saltwater College were invited to participate in a school readiness information night held at Wyndham City Council 
Civic Centre.

I attended this evening with two of our Prep teachers, Montana Vunderl-Messis and Brittney Turner, to represent our school.  After 
the key note speaker, we were available to speak with prospective parents looking to enrol their pre-school children at Saltwater in 2020.

Montana and Brittney welcomed all who approached us with warm smiles, clarified questions and clearly articulated our vision and 
mission.

I would like to thank Montana and Brittney for taking the time to represent Saltwater in such an approachable, informative and 
professional manner.  

Ang Bervanakis 
Assistant Principal



Maths Extension Program 
Maths Challenge for Young Australians (MCYA)

The aim of the Mathematics Challenge for Young Australians includes: 
• encouraging and fostering
- a greater interest in and awareness of the power of mathematics
- a desire to succeed in solving interesting mathematical problems
- the discovery of the joy of solving problems in mathematics

• identifying talented young Australians, recognising their achievements nationally
and providing support that will enable them to reach their own levels of excellence

• providing teachers with
- interesting and accessible problems and solutions as well as detailed and motivating
teaching discussion and extension materials
- comprehensive Australia-wide statistics of students’ achievements in the Maths
Challenge.

There are three independent stages in the Mathematics Challenge for Young Australians: 
• Challenge (three to four weeks during the period March–June)
• Enrichment (12–16 weeks between April–September)
• Australian Intermediate Mathematics Olympiad (September).

One of the whole numbers from 1 to 5 is placed in each square so that all the numbers in each 
row and each column are different. The following clues and questions apply to one such 
placement of numbers. The sum of the numbers in the dark squares of column 4 is 9.

a. What is the sum of the numbers in the light squares of column 4? Explain your answer.

b. What is the number in the square C4? Explain your answer.

c. What is the sum of the numbers in the light squares of row A? Explain your answer.

d. What is the number in the square D4? Explain your answer.

At Saltwater, students in Years 3-6 have been working incredibly hard during the ‘challenge’ 
phase as part of our Maths Extension program. The weekly sessions have allowed students to 
work cooperatively and collaborate with one another thus resulting in academic, personal and 
social growth. Listening to our students collectively discuss open- ended problems and assist 
each other with problem solving is wonderful to see as we promote all of our children to be 
caring, respectful and clear communicators. 

I will be publishing some Problem Solving activities in each newsletter from now on that parents and students will be able to collectively solve 
together. Here is the first one: 

Thank you
Mr Michael Nicolaides / Learning 
Specialist 



News from the Specialists 

Performing Arts
Term 2 is progressing at an alarming rate in the Performing Arts 
Centre (PAC).

All grades are now having dance classes with Mr Haddad and 
we’re seeing great improvement in body awareness and flexibility.  
We are introducing partner-work which focuses on teamwork, 
accountability, timing and trust with your partner.  

Our preps have commenced drama classes with Mr Lapina.  There 
activities have included mirroring and mime work, which allows 
them to focus on observation, confidence and spatial awareness.  
This week, the children will be focussing on expressing their 
emotions, and being able to identify, through empathy, the 
emotions that others may be exhibiting.

In music, grades 1, 2 and 3 are being introduced to the musical 
instruments through the Charlie Puth song, “One Call Away”.  Our 
first two lessons had the children singing the song, with a number of 
children showing great “Risk Taking” behaviours to stand up and 
sing by themselves in front of their peers.  The following week, the 
children learnt about rhythm as they all got introduced to the 
drums.  Many of the children showed a natural aptitude to the 
drums and would benefit from individual lessons through our 
instrumental program.  More information can be found at 
www.musicafabri.com.au.  

Our choir got to perform “This Is Me” for assembly last week as an 
encore to their successful performance at the Hobsons Bay Principal’s 
Network.  This performance also received great acclaim and has lifted 
each chorister’s confidence.  We continue to rehearse on Wednesday 
lunchtimes.

Extension classes have commenced for both singing and dance.  
Thirteen singers from grades 4, 5 and 6 get two lessons per week 
where they learn and rehearse songs for the Performing Arts 
concert at the end of the year.  These songs require complex 
harmonies, and each of the extension class singers are showing great 
commitment and tenacity in learning their parts very well.

We have two extension groups for dance.  The junior dance 
extension group comprises of 25 students from grades 1, 2 and 3.  
They rehearse every Tuesday lunchtimes, and they are all showing 
great potential due to the positive energy and teamwork. 

Our middle school dance extension group comprises of 12 students from grades 4, 5 and 6 and they meet on Thursday lunchtimes.  
We may add some extension groups during normal class times in the coming weeks to prepare for the end of year Performing Arts concert. 

We continue to hold adult dance classes on Tuesday evenings.  Beginners hip hop are from 7pm – 8pm, followed by Intermediate hip hop 
from 8pm – 9:30pm.  All classes are $15 (cash only – no eftpos) and are held at the PAC.  Just turn up for a sweat session… great for fitness 
and fun!



Spanish - español
We have been very busy in Spanish! Starting a new language program is a complex task, but the attributes of our IB learner profile at Saltwater 
P-9 College are guiding us to achieve our goals. All students across the school are taking ownership of their learning and showing their risk-
taker (audaz), open-minded (de mentalidad abierta) and inquirer (indagadora) attributes in Spanish.

During our first term, we introduced the practise of thinking outside the box (sal del cuadrado) middle and senior students have been invited to 
show their creativity (creatividad) and critical thinking (pensamiento crítico), and to develop their ability to see conventional elements from a 
new perspective (perspectiva). Listening and speaking have been essential parts of our learning and all students have enhanced their 
communicating skills.

The Junior and prep students also developed their social skills with our new friends: Pedro, Carmen, Miguel, Lola, Antonio, Clara, Jordi and (y) 
Sara. They are our puppets and they can only speak (sólo pueden hablar) Spanish! Students know they need to learn Spanish if they want to 
communicate (comunicar) and play (jugar) with them...

During Term 2, we have introduced a new (nuevo) and amazing resource to help all students extend their knowledge of Spanish. RockAlingua is 
a music-based learning website, developed by Spanish educators and designed to make learning Spanish fun (divertido) and easy (fácil) for kids 
around the world. Every student at Saltwater has their own personal login details and has been assigned differentiated content (contenido 
diferenciado), according to their learning abilities. This learning content is completely free (gratuito) for all students and it can be accessed from 
any device, at school or at home. Practise (práctica) and repetition (repetición) are key factors of language learning, and RockAlingua offers the 
possibility to do it in a fun and engaging way. RockAlingua is also an effective tool for students to develop their technology literacy and 
researching skills, so let’s all get ready to learn Spanish together!



News from Grade Prep
To Prep Families, 

Our current Unit of Inquiry, ‘Where We Are In Place and Time’, has inspired the Prep students to exercise their thinking skills as they 
make use of previously acquired knowledge. We have explored the Central Idea, ‘Journeys teach, entertain and challenge our 
understanding and perspective’ in practice ways. In Mathematics, we have investigated the concept of journey through Transformation 
and Location. Bee-Bot Robotics have been used as a tool for students to consolidate and demonstrate their understanding of directional 
language. We are very proud of our inquisitive Preps!  

In Reading, we have been learning about word 
endings. The Prep students have been exposed to 
different word endings and have made the 
connection that if we know how to spell one word, 
there are many other words we can also spell. An 
example of this could be the following; if we know 
how to spell the word cat. Then we also know how to 
spell words such as; rat, bat, sat, mat and that. The 
preps love to display their knowledge by completing 
a word family house. For this activity the students 
are given a worksheet that has a house with the word 
ending on the roof and rectangle letter/picture tiles 
that are all mixed up. Students cut out the tiles and 
paste them on the house to form a word and picture 
that belongs to that particular word family.

The Prep students also started Drama this week. After hearing that we are starting 
Drama, the Preps became so excited as this was something new to them. They 
discovered the meaning of what Drama is, where it can be seen, and when it is used. 
Examples are; on T.V, in movies, and even through reading. The students were 
emerged into two activities that had them laughing; copying each other and also 
experiencing a new form of communication. 

Students were tasked to 
become a mirror to their 
partner and copy everything 
they did. At first, this was a 
struggle but, in the end, they 
were masters. The Prep 
students are excited for their 
next Drama lesson.

Thank you, 
The Prep Team



News from Grade One
Students have wrapped up their second Unit of Inquiry by designing and making an invention for the future. They were asked to 
bring in recycled materials to create their solution to a problem using technology. Some problems that the students came up with 
were water pollution, overpopulation, health and road safety. 

For the next 5 weeks, the students are now moving onto their third Unit of Inquiry; ‘Food Production systems impact on the 
environment.’ The students have started this inquiry by engaging in a provocation. They looked at toy tractors, seeds, plants, bags of 
fruit, jars of sauce, herb paste and other items relating to their new Unit of Inquiry. The students then had to work together to create 
and organise their thoughts into a ‘See, Think, Wonder’ poster. 

Just a few friendly reminders:
• Could we please ask that you pack your child a spare change of underwear and some clothes in case of an emergency as the first
aid has now run out of spare clothes to give to the students to change into. If your child has come home with the first aids spare school
uniform, may we ask that you wash it and return it to the office – thank you.
• We encourage students to bring in their own books if they’d like for independent reading and leave it in their book box.
• Please make sure that children have completed their homework and it is brought back on the correct day.

Again if you have any questions please remember that we have an open door policy where you are welcome to come in before or after 
school.

Thank you and kind regards,
Sheridan Jennings, Hannah Jones and Daina Nielsen
Year 1 Teachers



News from Grade Two
Dear Year 2 families, 

In our second Unit of Inquiry about ‘Where we are in place and time’, students brought to school their 
DIY tools (digging tool or basket) or a piece of clothing to test out on the oval. This was a great 
opportunity to celebrate the student’s work during this unit and showcase what they have learnt. We 
are delighted to start investigating into our next Unit of Inquiry about ‘How we express ourselves’, 
with the central idea of: ‘People express important events through celebrations and tradition.’

In Writing, students have been working on their narrative writing, which they will be finalising later this week. The students have 
been working through the writing process where they planned, drafted, edited and published their finished piece, ready to be 
presented in class on Friday.

Within our weekly Mathematics group rotations, students have been working on 
interpreting picture graphs, as well as solving problems involving addition and 
multiplication, geometry and statistics.

Reminders:
• Please ensure that students are reading every night.
• Students should bring fruits, snack and lunch for breaks, especially
healthy food options.

Kind regards, 
Year 2 Team – Mr. McIntyre, Miss Nardella and Miss Chong



News from Grade Three

Dear families,

We would like to thank everyone that took the time to attend the Year 1-3 IT Information Night last Tuesday. It was great to 
share with you all what the school has been working on, as we endeavour to continue to build and strengthen our home and 
school partnership. It was also a wonderful opportunity to have the students share with the community some of the things 
they have been working on recently. We believe we can speak on behalf of all that attended, that Ata, Tahlia, Mariam, 
Sebastian and Jasmine from Year 3 did a fantastic job at representing their peers and showcasing their learning.

For the remainder of the term, the Year 3 students will now be moving onto their third Unit of Inquiry; ‘Systems of living 
things may be complex yet fragile.’ The students have started this inquiry by engaging in a provocation, where they reflected 
on the impact that humans have had on the environment. The students were able to analyse first hand, the effects that 
humankind have had on our ice caps and the devastating aftermath for all wildlife that reside there. The students were then 
challenged to think critically about the issue, by analysing different perspectives, using the Visible Thinking Routine, ‘Circle of 
Viewpoints’. It was wonderful to see students showing empathy as they were able to put themselves in the shoes of these 
animals and begin to question what can be done to reverse the damage already caused.

We would love if families could support their child’s learning at school by beginning to discuss the balance of our ecosystem. 
Netflix has a fantastic documentary, ‘Our Planet’ by David Attenborough that we highly recommend families watch and 
discuss together. Likewise, if you or your child come across any news articles linked to this Unit of Inquiry, we would love if 
they could be brought and shared with the class.

Kind regards,
Danielle Colling and Emily Goegan

Important Reminders 
• Monday 10th of June – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
• Friday 21st of June – Reports go home to parents
• Monday 24th of June and Tuesday 25th of June – Three-Way Conferences
• Friday 28th of June – Last day of Term 2

Assembly Awards 
Each week, awards based on the attributes of the IB Learner Profile are awarded to students who endeavour to take action and 
think internationally.

In week 5 and 6, these awards were given to:

• Tana Chuira (3A), Aswad Khan (3A), Aymaan Tarique (3A) and Rilee Witehira (3A) – For working cooperatively
when building their chariot for the sphero challenge.
• Charlize Draper (3B) - For being a strong communicator when working in a group during Robotics.
• Baxter Williams (3B) - For demonstrating care for his peers and including all members of 3B in lunchtime games.



News from Grade Four
Unit of Inquiry – How the World Works
In year 4 we have concluded our unit of work which investigated into how light and sound 
determines the way we perceive the world. This unit looked deeply into the science of light, giving 
students opportunity to gather information about how we see light, the light spectrum and the laws 
of reflection.

Using new knowledge and their thinking skills to apply their new understanding, students planned 
and conducted a Light Maze experiment. This experiments aim was to test the conditions of which 
the laws of reflection apply using simple materials of a laser, mirrors and a target.
Students hypothesised and planned how they would use their knowledge of the laws of reflection to 
hit a target. Students soon discovered that this simple task was much more challenging then it 
initially seemed, as how light reflects its impacted by the slightest angle or positioning of the 
mirrors. Students applied their analysis, evaluation and metacognition of their experiences in the 
form of a procedural text. This showed the development of their scientific understanding through 
explicit statements about their outcomes, accompanied by a diagram.

Being reflective on the learning process and experiences was an important component. Students are 
working towards expressing their thinking and understanding, communicating their strengths and 
areas to improve on, such as “I learnt that if I shine the light on the mirror at the right place the 
laser will then hit the target. I want to learn more about angles to help me get through the maze 
quicker, because we got it (the reflection line) wrong for a while” Hanna 4a.

Our next Unit of Inquiry ‘Where We Are in Place and Time,’ begins this week. We will be 
investigating our journeys, interconnectedness of individuals, civilizations and perspectives by 
using the Approaches to Learning skills that fall under the umbrella of Social and Research. The 
Central idea, ‘Despite Obstacles there are always opportunities for growth and development’ gives 
us a provocation to research into laws and citizens to discuss how personal and community 
obstacles emerge. Students will be developing resilience under the Personal and social capability to 
inquire into how obstacles can lead to growth and change. Students will be developing their 
persuasive language and writing structures to respond to the line of inquiry; The different ways 
people experience and respond to obstacles. Our unit will also be guided by student wonderings 
such as “how are we going to research about personal growth and how can this make our 
community great?”.  By Olivia, 4a

ICT in the classroom. 
The Grade 4 team have been continuing to implement new ways to incorporate our Mac Books and 
technology in the classroom. Recently, we have been developing our photoshop skills as a way to 
demonstrate our knowledge in fractions. Students have used the interchanging image format of 
GIFs to show how fractions build from individual parts to form a whole. 
Last week, 4A's Hanna Krause represented the Grade 4 cohort at the 1:1 Device Parent Information 
Evening. Hannah was a confident communicator, who demonstrated to the parents exactly how to 
create a GIF and why it is relevant for today's students to develop these skills.

Reminders;
Devices must come to school fully charged Monday to Friday to ensure students learning is not 
disrupted.
It has come to our attention that a significant number of students are coming to school late, and 
this is of great concern for the year 4 cohorts learning. Continuous entry begins at 8.50am and ends 
at 9am. This time is for students to prepare for their learning, and administrative task to be 
complete so we can begin lessons at 9am. Lateness has a disruptive effect on learning, and it is 
essential that you ensure your child is punctual. If your child is late due to an appointment or other 
events, please provide a note to the classroom teacher. In addition, if you wish to speak to you 
child's classroom teacher, you can make an appointment for before 8.50am Monday to Friday or 
after 3.20pm Monday, Tuesday or Friday. Please contact your student’s classroom Teacher to make 
an appointment.
Year 4 Camp notes must be submitted to the classroom teacher by Monday the 3rd of June. The 
total cost of the camp is $365.00 per student (less deposit), final payments must be made by the 
11th of June. Please ensure you read and fill out all required information. We must submit all 
dietary requirements by the 7th of June so your child's note cannot be late.



News from Grade Five 

Unit of inquiry:
Who We Are
We have been busy completing our Unit of Inquiry, with a focus on ‘How the characteristics of leaders determines their legacy’. As the first 
ever cohort of year 5 students at Saltwater, we have been working towards identifying how we can leave our legacy on the school for future 
students. Using our research skills, both 5A and 5B created a biography of an influential leader utilising the coding program ‘scratch’. This 
was confidently presented on the ICT night to the Saltwater community by Sami in 5A.

Maths:
The year 5’s have begun working in our focus groups looking at Time, Fractions, Decimals and Percentages. Students have been running 
numeracy workshops, working towards achieving their individual learning goals whilst working together as a whole grade 5 team. When 
exploring the concept of time, the information a timeline may provide and how we interpret timelines to understand patterns, the grade 5’s 
created a timeline titled Bob Hawke ‘Life of a Legend.’ 

Literacy:
When working through our lines of inquiry we have been utilising the key concepts of form, responsibility and perspective. We have 
inquired into How a legacy is formed, The diverse qualities and characteristics of a leader and the perception of a leaders legacy changing 
over time. Coupling these key concepts with the writing process, a narrative writing piece was created and presented to the class. 

For the remainder of the term we will be beginning our third Unit of Inquiry, investigating the central idea of ‘Exploration of space is 
impacted by and leads to scientific and technological advances’. We have completed our provocation and used the thinking routine ‘chalk 
talk’ to create our student wonderings which will drive our learning and the remainder of the unit.

We are excited to have begun training and enthusiastically signed up to represent Saltwater in Netball, Football, Soccer, Tee ball and 
Volleyball for our first ever interschool sport team that will be starting in the near future. Dates will be out shortly and we encourage parents 
to come out and support when this begins.

Students of the week:
Charlotte Ismail & Mia Nicolas

Reminders:
Camp forms were sent home this week for Sovereign Hill. These are due back by Friday 19th July with payment due by Friday 2nd August.
Please ensure your devices come to school fully charged so there is no interruption in learning time.



News from Grade Six

Reading Workshop:
Currently during reading workshops, students have been investigating into ‘Figurative Language’ as well as focusing on the comprehension 
strategy of ‘predicting’. Making predictions involves using the author’s clues in the story to help you think about what might happen next. We 
make predictions before, during and after reading. 

Following on from the comprehension strategy of prediction is inferencing. Making inferences when reading is using what you already know 
in your head and clues from the text to figure out what will happen next. To engage the students in making predictions and inferences, they all 
brought in an artefact that best represented who they were, or something they considered close to their heart. Students engaged in a ‘chalk talk’ 
activity where they chose 3 items to predict who it belonged to and then made an inference as to why it was important to that individual. 

The ‘Chalk Talk’ thinking routine provides an opportunity for everyone to be given a chance to be heard. Thinking becomes visible and it 
encourages students to consider others’ viewpoints. 

Below are some images of the students engaging in their comprehension workshop. 

Reciprocal Teaching:
Reciprocal teaching refers to an instructional activity in which students become the teacher in small group reading sessions. Over the past 
Term, I have been modelling, then assisting students to guide group discussions using four strategies: summarising, question generating, 
clarifying, and predicting. 
As students become familiar with the four strategies and are competent in their use, they are ready to take on the role of leader. This week we 
witnessed the beginning of students taking ownership over the reading workshops and adopting the Reciprocal Teaching approach. Below is 
breakdown of what each role encompasses followed by some photos. 

Predicting
The group leader introduces the text by predicting the content 
from the title. All available knowledge is used, with the leader 
briefly outlining the reasoning behind the predictions, 
including clues from the text and prior knowledge.
Students are invited to make their own predictions. The leader 
indicates a section of text to be read. Predictions are checked 
against the text, with thoughts and opinions being confirmed or 
modified at the end of the independent reading time.

Clarifying
The group leader seeks to clarify any unfamiliar vocabulary or 
concepts in that section of text and makes links to sections of 
text previously read. Ways of clarifying the meaning of words 
or phrases through the use of content, known words, and 
references such as dictionaries and atlases and discussion are 
demonstrated. Other group members are encouraged to seek 
clarification of words, phrases or concepts in the text which are 
unclear. This occurs at any time during the session to provide 
the opportunity for all students to maintain understanding of 
the text

Questioning
The group leader formulates a thought-provoking question 
regarding an aspect of the text. By modelling the strategy of 
asking and answering one's own questions, the leader 
stimulates a discussion, engaging the group with the text on a 
deeper level, bringing a critical eye to the text and stimulating 
critical thought. Other group members are encouraged to ask 
questions for the group to answer.

Summarising
The group leader summarises the passage, highlighting the 
main idea(s), purpose and intended audience of the text. Other 
group members are encouraged to add to the leader's summary 
or to review what they have read by sharing their own 
summaries.



News from Grade Six continued...

ICT Night: 
At Saltwater, if we want to set our children up for academic success, every student should learn to code. Coding for Students not only helps 
improve their mathematics and writing skills but also gives them valuable skills in life and eventually in the workforce. 

Understanding computers and learning the basics of coding will help our students at Saltwater to develop an appreciation of how things work. 
It also teaches them how software engineers use math in order to solve problems in a logical and creative way. This was a contributing factor 
as to why we have invested into coding software at our school, so our students learn these skills while they are young.  The ability to solve 
problems is a trait that is useful in life in general. 
We all want our students to become excellent problem solvers so that they can overcome any adversity they face. Learning to code gives 
children the chance to learn this type of skill while they are young and it can help them along the way in life. This is one of the big reasons 
coding is important to learn. 

Last week we were privileged to listen to Hunter Marcic and Max Kurian speak on behalf of the class at the 4-6 ICT information night where 
the two boys highlighted the benefits of using Minecraft Education in the classroom. They were supported by Erica Whitmore and Tanveer 
Ahluwalia who spoke fluently when showcasing how the students of 6A set goals online using a program called OneNote. 
Below are some images of the evening. 

Mathematics:
Rich Learning Tasks from 6A 
In 6A, students have been exposed to a range of open-ended tasks that have multiple possible outcomes for success, each catering for different 
levels of ability among students.
We address specific curriculum outcomes using open exploration, problem solving and reasoning skills through interactive and printable 
components.  Rich and open-ended learning, specifically encourages student ownership, self-direction, and engagement.
Below are some examples of students engaging in rich, open-ended learning tasks. 

Thank you, 
Michael Nicolaides
Learning Specialist
Year 6 Teacher 
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