
Issue 10/5th August 2019 

A note from the Principal 

Dear Parents, 

In the last few weeks, 15% of families across our school were randomly 
selected to receive our Parent Opinion Survey. Parents who were the 
recipients of the survey are asked to return them to school by Thursday 
11th of August. 

Every year we conduct random opinion surveys for staff, students and 
parents. The use of opinion data, as a measure of school performance, is 
very important in making our school the best it can possibly be. 

Parent Opinion Survey data is used in our Annual Report and analysed in 
the School Self-Evaluation every four years for the purpose of identifying 
areas where school improvement can be focused and areas where we are 
doing well and can hitherto be celebrated. All feedback is confidential.  

A similar opinion survey was conducted in April with our students in Years 
4, 5 and 6. They completed the Attitude to School Survey which is offered 
annually by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in 
gaining an understanding of students’ perceptions and experience of school. 

I’m pleased to announce that the results are now available. 
The survey captures students’ attitudes and experiences at school and 
provide vital information about Effective Teaching Practice for Cognitive 
Engagement, Teacher-Student Relationship, Learner Characteristics and 
Dispositions, Social Engagement, Student Safety and Experience of 
Bullying. We have analysed the results of this survey and are currently 
discussing ways that we can improve our students experience at school.  

We have an ongoing commitment towards student safety and eliminating 
experience of bullying, and therefore will continue to introduce activities 
and programs that will assist the students, staff and the wider Saltwater 
Community in embracing these ideas. 



News in Brief... 

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

Advertising your business 
in our Community 
Newsletter!
This is a newsletter that is 
separate to our fortnightly 
school one, which offers 
local businesses from our 
community the 
opportunity to advertise 
for a small fee.
If you wish to advertise 
your business in our 
Community Newsletter 
please contact Diane on 
8366 7700 or via email 
traianon.diane.k@edumail 
.vic.gov.au

Prices for advertising are 
below - please note these 
prices are applicable for 
advertising for the 
remainder of the year: 
Business card size 
advertisement $5.00 Half-
page advertisement $10.00 
Full-page advertisement 
$20.00

A NOTE FROM THE NURSE

If you have not yet 
returned your child's 
Action Plan for Asthma 
or Allergies with their 
prescribed medication, 
can you please do so as a 
matter of urgency. 

Also, please note that 
we do not give 
Antihistamine or Panadol 
unless you bring it to 
sick bay specifically for 
your child and fill out a 
medication form 
obtained from the office 
or the sick bay.  

We will conduct this survey with our students in Years 2 and 3 in order to 
gauge their feedback about their experience at school. 
To keep everyone updated, I have attached a quick snapshot of what our 
Attitude to School Survey looks like for 2019. 

Jackie Daniali
Principal

http://www.quickcliq.com.au/
http://www.quickcliq.com.au/
mailto:traianon.diane.k@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:traianon.diane.k@edumail.vic.gov.au


School Run 4 Fun Colour Explosion
Saltwater's very first School Run4Fun Colour Explosion has kicked off!

As a community, lets celebrate together 100 days of School.
Students have now been supplied with a Sponsorship Form and it’s time 
to fundraise! 

Students who raise as little as $10 will receive a prize for their efforts, 
but why not aim higher? The more money we raise the more we can 
provide back to the students as we endeavour to purchase robotic/STEM 
kits, literature and Science and Maths resources
Sign up now at www.myprofilepage.com.au and create your child a 
Profile Page. Use the unique code on page five (5) of the Sponsorship 
Form and see if you’ve won FREE sponsorship donations.

The other exciting promotion is that the highest fundraising student in our school will go into a draw to win $2,500 Helloworld Travel 
Mount Ommaney Gift Voucher which can be used towards a cruise, flights, and/or accommodation.
You can check your ranking on our school’s leader board online. Who will be our highest fundraiser? Only time will tell!

Date of the event: August 16th
Time: 1:40-3:20pm
Location: School Oval.
Happy fundraising!
@austalianfundraising #colourexplosion #schoolrun4run #colourblast #schoolcolourexplosion #schoolfunrun #australianfundraising

Book Fair

Saltwater College is hosting our first ever Scholastic Book Fair to promote reading 
amongst the school community, as well as to purchase some extra books to stock 
up our classroom libraries. We are after parent helpers who are available between 
Monday 12th August to Friday 16th August before, during and after school to assist 
in running the fair. Due to working at the school, all volunteers will need to have 
proof of a current Working With Children's check.

If you are interested, please email colling.danielle.d@edumail.vic.gov.au before 
Wednesday 31st July with the dates and times you are available, along with your 
Working With Children's check card number. I will be in contact with all 
volunteers by the end of the week to finalise a timetable.

Thank you for your support,
Danielle Colling
Learning Specialist



News from the Specialists 

Visual Arts 

Welcome to the 3rd term of our learning.  
This term is jam packed with inspirational 
artists and work to be completed.  Our prep 
students are working through the 
understanding of what makes a story.  We 
have unpacked the idea that a story requires 
characters and a setting.  Students have 
developed the understanding that a character 
can be an animal or a person and that they 
must be a living thing – which links in with 
their current unit of Inquiry.
Year 1 and 2 students are learning about the 
Masters that have shaped the Art world.  So 
far, we have been studying Pablo Picasso and 
his contribution to Cubism.  Students are 
linking this study with their mathematics 
understanding of shapes being either 
geometric or organic.  

The year 3-6 students have commenced a term long study into our mentor texts ‘Mechanica’ and ‘Aquatica’ by Lance Balchin.  Students 
started the term with an introduction to the texts which are set in the 23rd century.  They both link well with two units being covered this 
year ‘How the World Works’ and ‘Sharing the Planet’.  Students are looking at how a designer or artist works through the process of 
creating a piece of art.  They started with Mind Mapping their ideas and have now moved onto designing their planned Mechanica 
creation.  The rest of this term will be dedicated to creating a Mechanica creature of their own design using computer parts that I was able 
to acquire for the students.  Some of our year 6 students are challenging themselves to create their Mechanica using Adobe Photoshop – 
using the author’s instructions.   Once these creatures have been created, they will be photographed, and students will complete a text 
innovation using our mentor texts.  Each class will complete their own text innovation using Pages and then publish this electronically as 
a class so we can all access it on iBook.  

At the end of this term year 3-6 students will be lucky enough to have the author – Lance Balchin – visiting them to discuss his books.  
Students will also use this as an opportunity to present their work to Lance and supply him with a copy of their class text innovation 
inspired by his books.  Students have been deeply engaged in this experience with many of them attending Art Extension classes during 
lunch to ensure their Mechanica is as extraordinary as their effort! I am impressed with all the students’ efforts and engagement so far this 
term.  Well done to all of you! 

Maria Pandazopolous
Art Teacher



100 Days of Prep
On Wednesday the 31st August the Prep students celebrated 100 days of Prep. This was a wonderful day full of fun and 
excitement. Classrooms were decorated accordingly and the children took part in a disco with lots of dancing. The parents were 
invited into classrooms at the end of the day to celebrate with their children with food and certificates. Congratulations to all the 
Prep students on this achievement. 



News from Grade Prep 
Dear Prep Parents, 

What a pleasure it has been hearing all of the wonderful things that our beautiful students and their families got up to these holidays. We have 
seen such growth in their social skills, particularly the manner in which they presented their artefacts. The Prep team are looking forward to 
their continued growth, both academically and socially. As we prepare for out next unit of inquiry, ‘How the World Works’, we are excited to 
share that the Prep team are in the process of planning an excursion to the Werribee Zoo. We will share more information with you once 
everything has been finalised. Nevertheless, please ensure you are regularly checking School Box as it is the single platform where we 
endeavour to connect, communicate, and collaborate with parents, students, and the broader school community.

In Mathematics, Prep students have been revising 
their knowledge of numbers. Students have learnt 
many skills over the past two terms that they have 
been practising and consolidating over the first week 
of Term 3. These include; place value, forming 
numbers correctly, representing numbers in a range 
of ways and counting forwards and backwards. They 
have enjoyed many hands-on activities that involve 
an element of play to ensure the learning is both fun 
and also beneficial. Fine motor-skill activities have 
been incorporated into some of the tasks to allow 
students to further develop these skills as well. 
Pictured in this newsletter are some students from 
Prep H participating in number rotation activities.

At the end of last term the Preps were inquiring into the 5 senses; touch, hear, smell, taste and see. As a fun and exciting way to learn, the Preps 
were able to make popcorn which allowed them to use all their 5 senses. What came out of the lesson was that the popcorn can smell burnt, 
they could see that it went from small to big and fluffy, it tasted buttery and salty, and that they could hear popping sounds when it was 
cooking.



News from Grade One 
As we all settle into Term 3, the Year 1s have been busy wrapping up our last Unit of Inquiry before beginning our new one. All 
students were enthusiastic when finalising the unit by participating in our first excursion for the year at the Animal Farm! This linked 
into our knowledge about food production systems. Everyone had a turn to milk a cow, churn and taste butter, feed ducks, sheep and 
alpaca, as well as have a pony ride and hold baby animals. Some were more comfortable around the animals than others, but everyone 
was courageous and got involved. The Year 1s were definitely exhausted by the time we left.
We have now started our next Inquiry topic about materials, and how we use them in the world around us. Great questions are being 
asked, which is shaping the direction of our research.
In Mathematics, students were exploring the prices on the canteen menu, and in literacy they have been writing farm reflections and 
finishing an explanation piece about farms.  The students are starting to learn about procedural texts and units of measurement.
Readers Theatre during Guided Reading has been a great success! For the last two Fridays, the students were given characters from a 
spoken piece, highlighted their lines, and practised reading their part to the class. It was a lot of fun and we look forward to doing more 
scripts this term. Our goals are to improve our acting voices, timing and following along with the script when it is not our turn. 

Many people have been sick recently, and this has definitely been seen across our classrooms. Please look after yourselves and stay 
hydrated!
Again, if you have any questions please remember that we have an open-door policy where you are welcome to come in before or 
after school and have a chat.

Thank you and kind regards,

Sheridan Jennings, Hannah Jones and Daina Nielsen
Year 1 Teachers



News from Grade Two 

Kind regards, 
Year 2 Team – Mr. McIntyre, Miss Nardella and Miss Chong 

Dear Year 2 families, 

We have a few exciting events coming up: 
• Our Unit of Inquiry excursion to Saltwater Crocodile Park, where students will experience the
different forms of transportation – walking and taking a bus.
• Our school sleepover is scheduled to be in Week 10 (19th-20th September). It will be filled
with activities, fun and pyjamas. More information to come soon.

The students are also about to start investigating their fourth Unit of Inquiry with the 
Transdisciplinary Theme ‘How we organise ourselves’ using the Central Idea, ‘Communities make 
efforts to create transportation systems that meet their needs’ as a building block for developing their 
understanding. As part of this unit, students will be working on developing their Critical and Creative 
Thinking, by building skills and learning dispositions that will support logical, strategic, flexible and 
adventurous thinking; and by building a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect for places, people, 
cultures and environments throughout the world (Geography). The students will be Reflective, 
Knowledgeable and Thinkers as they participate in meaningful learning experiences; pushing them to 
explore the purpose of different transport types, the connection between the needs of the community 
and transport types, and the factors that influence their personal choice of transport systems.

Curriculum Links:
• Persuasive writing
• Number and Algebra
• Measurement and Geometry
• Statistics and Probability
This work will continue to be investigated until Week 9 of Term 3. We encourage you to continue
to speak with your child about the significance of different transportation systems and the effects
they have on our lives.

Our focus in Reading is on summarising/retelling the important parts of a fiction text. Students have 
been given increased opportunities to summarise their reading texts in small groups and 
independently. These important skills will equip students with the ability to read a text and utilise 
that information in their persuasive pieces for writing. 

In our focus on Writing, students are exploring the various persuasive language utilised in persuasive 
writing. Students will be exposed to persuasive techniques, text structure and purpose to enable them 
to convince their audience which type of transportation they believe is the best for their community 
and why. Within our weekly Mathematics group rotations, students have been working on 
differentiated additive thinking strategies, including counting on using place value mats and number 
line to solve addition and subtraction problems. 

Reminders:

• Please ensure that students are reading every night and completing their homework –
this enables students to consolidate what they have learnt in class.
• Students should bring fruits, snack and lunch for breaks, especially healthy food options.
Students are not encouraged to share their food due to allergies.



IMPORTANT DATES:

2nd August – Jeans for Genes Day (students may wear Jeans if bringing a gold coin donation)
7th – 9th August – Year 3 Camp
12th – 16th August – Scholastic Book Fair
16th August – Saltwater College Colour Run (students to come to school in a white t-shirt)
19th – 23rd August – Book Week (students to come dressed as their favourite book character)

Thanks, 
Danielle Colling and Emily Goegan 

News from Grade Three 
Dear Year 3 Families, 

Who can believe that Year 3 camp is almost upon us? We are so thrilled to have the opportunity to take students on their first experience 
away from home! The teachers have been busy ensuring the students have an incredible experience, helping to build their independence and 
resilience – both incredibly important skills to develop at such an early age. We can’t wait to share what we get up to with you all, so please 
keep your eyes on School Box for daily updates over the three days. Just a few house keepings, it is absolutely crucial we leave for camp on 
time to beat traffic through the city. We ask that all children are dropped off at the gymnasium foyer at 7.30 am and any medication is 
handed in to our first-aid officer, Cydnee Brain. By 7.45 am we will need to depart the school, so we kindly ask that you say your goodbyes 
to your child before this time. Due to our increase in numbers, we will now be taking two buses to camp, with your child being notified of 
which bus they will be on this week. Both buses are fully equipped with seatbelts and each classroom teacher will be on either of the buses. 
At this stage, it looks like we are due to return from camp at 5.30pm on Friday 9th August. If this time is to change, a news item on School 
Box will be sent out.
For those students that are not attending camp, we have three fun-filled days planned. The students will be 
taking part in a specialised program focusing on pushing students out of their comfort zone through a 
series of purposeful activities involving dance, music, cooking and sport. School start and finish times will 
remain as normal and we ask these students to meet each day at 3A – Miss Colling’s classroom. If you 
have any questions about this program, please don’t hesitate to speak with your child’s classroom teacher.
Unit of Inquiry
Transdisciplinary Theme: How We Organise Ourselves
Central Idea: Extreme natural events can impact humans and the environment
Key Concepts: Causation and Connection
Over the past week, students took part in a series of provocation activities used to spark interest into our new Unit of Inquiry: ‘Extreme 
natural events can impact humans and the environment’. The students were given the problem of constructing a building that could withstand 
an earthquake given only limited materials such as, playdough, Lego, playing cards, magnets and building blocks. All students were thinkers 
when problem solving ways to get their structures to stand and reflected on how this replicates the choice of materials people use to build 
houses in everyday life. Next week we will be using this knowledge to investigate how earthquakes and other natural events occur and how 
this links to the structure of the Earth’s surface.
For this Unit of Inquiry, we will beginning our whole school roll out of continuous reporting. Your child will be marked on a range of areas, 
with both the child and parent receiving feedback on each of these areas through School Box. These marks will be published at the end of 
this unit, with a push notification on the Edu App notifying you when these results are ready to be viewed.

Through this unit, your child’s level of understanding and ability in the following areas will be assessed:

The physical characteristics of the Earth’s surface
Natural disasters can impact the Earth and it’s atmosphere
Humans may respond and adapt to the challenges of the natural environment
Research skills – questioning and note-taking
Social skills – social and emotional
Writing: Explanation Texts
Math: Statistics and Probability



News from Grade Four 
It’s been a busy few weeks in Year 4, with two new teachers working with the students. Thank you to all of the students and parents who 
have given me (Karen Costabile) a very warm welcome into the Saltwater Community. Below is some information about me that I shared 
with the students last term.

We are so happy to congratulate Brendan Howarth on the safe arrival of his baby girl, Ella. We are looking forward to his return and we 
thank Miss V (Veronica) for her wonderful work with his students during Brendan’s absence. 

The students have been investigating various provocations related to their 
unit of Inquiry. They completed a ‘museum walk’ in their classrooms 
where they viewed living and non living things, plastics and waste, maps, 
texts on animals and challenging images. They have begun compiling 
wonderings based on their experiences so far. 

Below is a copy of the unit of Inquiry overview (as posted on SchoolBox)

Unit of Inquiry: In Year 4, students are currently investigating Sharing the 
Planet using the central idea, ‘the survival of living things may be 
dependent on change’ as a building block for developing their 
understanding. As part of this unit, students will be working on 
developing their Attitude to Learning Critical Thinking and Research 
skills, as well as developing their knowledge of geography and science 
literature.

Students will be investigating living and non-living things, how animals 
survive and human impact on environments. Students will voice choice 
and agency over their learning by narrowing their research to a chosen 
environment or animal. Students will then choose a method for 
presentation.

Curriculum Links:
Science – Living things can be grouped on the basis of observable features 
and can be distinguished from non-living things. Different living things 
have different life cycles and depend on each other and the environment to 
survive.
Geography - Main climates of the world and the similarities and differences 
between the climates of different places.
Reading - Identify features used in informative texts to meet the purpose
 of the text and the intended audience. Read different types of texts for 
specific purposes and monitoring meaning, skimming, scanning and 
reviewing. Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred 
meaning to understand and evaluate texts.
Writing - Plan, draft and publish informative texts, containing key 
information and supporting details, demonstrating increasing control over 
text structures and language features.  Reread and edit for meaning by 
adding, deleting or moving words to improve content and structure. Use a 
range of software including word processing programs to construct, edit and 
publish written text. Handwrite using clearly-formed joined letters, and 
develop increased fluency and automaticity.
Mathematics - Use simple scales, legends and directions to interpret 
information contained in basic maps.
Speaking and Listening - Understand that different social and geographical 
dialects or accents are used in Australia in addition to Standard Australian 
English.

Reminders:
● Please ensure that students are reading each night for 20 minutes and completing their homework. You can ask them questions
about the text they are reading, or have a discussion with them from time to time.
● Students were set a short presentation for their homework (due next Friday 9th August). Please allow them to practise sharing
their presentation in front of you, as it can be difficult for children to share in front of others and the more practise they get, the more
confident they will be.        Thank you and kind regards, Brendan Howarth, Karen Costabile & Veronica Mikulic. Year 4 Team



News from Grade Five 

Unit of Inquiry
Students have been begun to inquire our fourth Unit of Inquiry for the year. Under the 
Transdisciplinary Theme ‘How We Organise Ourselves’, students explored concepts within 
our Central Idea ‘Organising energy systems meets the needs of the community’. Last 
Monday, many students from year 5 went on an excursion to CERES -The Sustainability Hub, 
where they participated into different sessions which forced them to think critically 
surrounding renewable energy, fossil fuels whilst experiencing an entire house run by 
sustainable energy. Students will continue to use their new found knowledge to guide their 
understanding throughout this unit.

At CERES, we had to learn about different types of renewable energy. Before the visit, I 
honestly I didn’t know there were over 3 renewable energy types. I only thought there was 
hydro, solar and wind. We were all assigned an energy type to investigated how it works. We 
were only given a little bit of information so we actually had to investigate in order to make it 
work.  – By Sami 5A

At CERES we have two teachers who taught us about energy. Nick taught us about fossil fuels, 
coal, gas and nuclear. He showed us a little version or a coal refinery and we were able to ride a 
bike which powered a hair dryer and when he turned the switch onto hot hair, it was really hard 
to pedal. It was really fun at CERES. – By Luca 5A

READING - Author Studies
This term students have started investigating into author studies attached to our mentor 
texts. Students will closely examine the work of an adult author by comparing and 
contrasting narrative elements, writer's craft, and thematic tendencies across several 
texts. Initially, students will inquire into our author, Jackie French, by researching their 
biographical details. While reading students participated in discussions of our mentor 
text ‘Flood’. Independently students worked to identify the basic literary elements by 
annotating the text. Within author studies, students learn to compare and contrast 
themes, analyse text and illustrations, and make connections between an author’s life 
and his/her work and between the author’s work and their own life and work.

MATHS – Decimals
This term students have continued to build their knowledge of decimals and place value. 
Students have extended their understanding by multiplying and dividing decimals, within 
worded problems. As part of homework students have demonstrated their level of 
understanding and created their own worded problems for other’s students to solve, they 
are posted on School Box. This week students knowledgeable used Mathletics to assess 
their knowledge of decimals and used their own data to set goals for their next step. Ask 
your students to show their goals that are posted on School Box.

Students of the Week
Students of the week from 5A are Mina El Guendouf, Sofia Dayana Noh, Baymax Hong 
and Tyrel Kilgower. Congratulations on your effort and achievements this week, keep 
striving for accuracy.

IMPORTANT DATES AND INFORMATION
-Please assist us and teaching the students independence and coming to school with their
laptops charged.
-Year 5 camp medical forms and payments are due this week.
-We encourage students to log on and create an account to raise money for our Colour
Explosion.

Year 5 Team



News from Grade Six 
Unit of Inquiry – How We Organise Ourselves 
Central Idea: ‘Societies govern in many ways to create a decision 
making structure.’ 
Students have been working collaboratively in an activity called 
‘Carousel’ where they were split into groups of 6-8. They were 
required to inquire into one of the 4 following areas:
1. Separation of Powers
2. The House of Representatives
3. The Senate
4. Parliament of Australia
The Carousel activity was a communicative and interactive opportunity 
for students to get up and move around a room in a circular fashion 
(much like a real carousel might do), stopping intermittingly to 
comment, discuss, or respond (verbally or in writing) to probing 
headings/ questions/topics/themes that related to our Government 
Systems of Australia. 

English: Author Study
Currently our Author Study focus is on Shaun Tan. An author study provides a good role model for students to identify with. Students are able 
to understand the author’s purpose for writing the books and they see that authors also have difficulty putting their thoughts on paper.  Over the 
past two weeks we have focused our work on the text titled ‘Cicada’. 
Cicada has a number of interpretations, and it is a story that every reader will identify with. Depending on your own view point, it is a story 
about feeling alone before finding your tribe, about being exploited before taking control, about losing your way before finding your calling. 
Cicada is not a tale to make you laugh. 

At the conclusion of the Carousel, students presented the information they researched in either a PowerPoint, pages, or artistic format to their 
peers. 

The refrain ‘tok, tok, tok’ represents everything we feel but cannot always express in words. It is injustice, it is abandonment, it is cruelty. But 
Cicada is also full of hope. By the end, ‘tok, tok, tok’ represents liberation, freedom, and that glorious feeling that all is right with the world.

Red Cross Worker – Sally 
Sally help wounded people on battlefield. 
Red Cross Worker. Thirteen year. 
No sick day. No fault. 
Thud… Thud… Thud… 
Thirteen year. No recognition. 
People say Sally slave.
Only clean wounds.
Thud… Thud… Thud…
Men no like Sally.
Think she crazy.
Do this. Do that.
All day long.
Thud… Thud… Thud…
Sally homeless. Have no money.
Live in trench.

Officials not know.
Thud… Thud… Thud…
Thirteen years. Sally still work hard.
Sally retire now. 
No money. No house. No one.
Thud… Thud… Thud…
Sally go away from battlefield.
She try and find home.
Everyone say NO.
Where she go now?
Thud… Thud… Thud…
It’s been twenty years.
Sally retired. 
No one seen her.
No one heard about her.
We miss her!
Thud… Thud… Thud…

Below is a text innovation by Tanveer Ahluwalia: 



News from Grade Six Continued...
Quick Write Prompt: If I could change one 
thing in the world it would be… the use of small 
plastic objects in fast food stores such as straws 
and of plastic bags. The use of these things are 
threatening to make all of our marine life extinct. 
All of our turtles, seahorses, fish and other marine 
life will be gone for good. If all plastic bags and 
straws were banned from every store and replaced 
with reusable metal straws and reusable bags all 
marine life would be safe.     
Written by Alexia Pandazopoulos 

Quick Write Prompt: If I could change one thing in the world it would be… to bring an end to commercial fishing. Just to consume fish we 
are killing them in great numbers each year. Commercial fishing can have long lasting effects on not only the fish that are being killed but also 
those creatures who feed on the fish. Another major problem with commercial fishing is that many marina species are becoming critically 
endangered or extinct. If we continue to fish the way we currently are, our underwater living life will not survive for long. 
Written by Tanveer Ahluwalia

Quick Write Prompt: If I could change one thing in the world it would be… violence. The reason why violence should be stopped is 
because a lot of people become affected by all types of violence and it can make people feel bad about themselves. I believe that violence is not 
the only solution to solve a problem, when in a situation we need to be calm and not become really angry and fight as it can lead to injuries. 
Written by Erica Whitmore

Long Write Prompt: In 2020 evolution has a new meaning… for our hands can create life and take life. Life is a window waiting to be 
shattered and when the glass hits the floor, you will fade away. Our unique ability to create, separates human from animal, but all good things 
should come to an end. Our constant contribution to global warming or the hole in the ozone layer could lead to a lifeless, polluted world. 
Humans could wipe out all living things on the earth which consists of animals and plants. It is even possible that we all might die because no 
trees means no oxygen due to the fact that trees give us air in a process called ‘photosynthesis’. No plants leads to no bees which leads to no 
honey! Our economy will fail and all life on earth will die. Written by Hunter Marcic (This prompt was a reaction to reading an extract from 
Lance Balchin’s ‘Mechanica’ text.)

Numeracy – Financial Mathematics – Money
Students are currently inquiring into budgets, profit and loss, simple interest and compound interest. I believe that it is vital that students 
understand that a budget allows you to manage your money effectively. Students are currently understanding why choices about the allocation 
of resources involve trade-offs and they are explaining why it is important to be informed when making consumer and financial decisions.

Catering for student agency, each student is working on developing their own National Theme Park that involves them managing a loan of 
$5,000,000. They have been given a cost allocation of certain non-negotiable items however they are learning how to negotiate the cost of 
items to save some money. Although this is the main culminating experience along the way students have been engaged in focus groups that 
will educate them on how to calculate simple and compound interest, profit and loss and financial planning. 

Recognising effort and behaviour 
I would like to acknowledge Hadi Banglash who was recognised for displaying both a Principled and Knowledgeable approach to his 
studies. He is to be commended on displaying persistence with his handwriting and positive change with his behaviour.

Mr. Nicolaides
Year 6 
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