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Monday 25 May - 
Student Free Day

Tuesday 26 May - 
Students in Years Prep -2 
return to school

Monday 8 June - 
Queen's Birthday Public 
Holiday - no school

Tuesday 9 June - 
Students in Years 3-6 
return to school

Wednesday 24 June - 
Semester One reports 
published onto Schoolbox

Friday 26 June - 
Last Day of Term Two
2:30pm Dismissal

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of 
remote and flexible learning. We truly have appreciated your 
positivity, enthusiasm and ‘can do’ attitude. Considering the 
circumstances, the sudden switch from our normal way of 
learning to transitioning to a contact restricted classroom 
environment at home was not easy for many of us. As a 
Principal, I am very proud of the way we managed to succeed 
with this challenge. We worked through the obstacles as a united 
team, and were able to trouble shoot and improve things as we 
received feedback from our staff and parent community. 
Congratulations and a job well done to all. Together, we did it! 

Following advice from the Chief Health Office, the Victorian 
Government has advised that schools can begin a phased return 
to on-site schooling. In the first stage, students in Prep, Year One 
and Year Two will return to school from Tuesday 26 May. To 
support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 
May will be a pupil-free day. Currently, we are working on a plan 
of action to introduce a small screening assessment prior to 
teachers, parents and students entering the school grounds. 

This plan will look something like this: 
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Parents can drop the children off at the front of the child’s classroom. It would be preferable that parents do not enter 
the classroom. Students will have a daily temperature check and will be directed to sickbay if they have a raised 
temperature or any of the following symptoms: Sore throat, runny nose, cough and headaches. Children displaying these 
symptoms will be sent to the sickbay promptly and their parents will be contacted to collect them. 
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice. In 
the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all other year levels will return to school from Tuesday June 9. For 
those students who cannot be supervised at home and for vulnerable children, the existing model of on-site schooling 
will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June.
As of the beginning of Term Three, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if you choose to 
keep your child/children home, we can no longer support their learning from home. This does not apply to children 
who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families please contact us so we can make an appropriate 
plan. 
We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and learning. I can 
assure you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice available to our state.

Canteen
The Canteen will recommence service from Tuesday 26 May for lunch orders (recess and lunchtime) only.  The canteen 
will NOT be operating before or after school or for over the counter purchases at recess and lunchtime for the 
remainder of this term.

Arrival of a Modular 5 Portable (two classrooms) 
I am pleased to announce that we have had approval to receive one modular 5 portable (two classroom spaces). This will 
be delivered and ready to be used at the beginning of Term Three. As of Term Three, we will begin the process of 
creating an additional Year Two and Year Five classroom space to alleviate the pressure of the large classroom sizes in 
these cohorts.
Although this is great news for families who have been pressing for a solution to the large numbers in these two cohorts, 
this also means that we will have to make a decision about which students will go into the new classes. Teachers will 
make considerations regarding what is best for the students, including friendship groups. If families are happy to 
volunteer please let me know via email:  daniali.jackie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
A letter will be sent out to the Year Two and Year Five families, shortly with more information regarding this matter. 
The new Year Two and Year Five classrooms will officially commence as of Week Three in Term three.  This will give 
the new classroom teacher time to develop a rapport with the students in their existing classroom, making for an easier 
transition for these students.

Jackie Daniali
Principal



I am very excited to be joining the team at Saltwater College. Having been an educator for nearly 30 years I have been 
very fortunate to experience a variety of different educational contexts. For the past 10 years I have been working 
internationally in Singapore, Istanbul - Turkey, United Arab Emirates and The Netherlands. It is nice to be back home 
in Australia and enjoying being close to family and friends. I have held a variety of positions. Wellbeing and student 
and teacher welfare are some of my strengths. I have a daughter, Jordan (a graduate teacher) who lives in Melbourne. 
The International Baccalaureate is a true love for me. I believe the PYP to be the best curriculum I have facilitated and 
have seen children thrive and flourish in all areas especially in the Performing Arts, Sports and STEM. I try my best to 
live by the Learner Profiles and use those as a focus for my everyday life.

Covid - 19 has proven to be a strange time for everyone to navigate. Some people have found it easier to adjust to and 
for some it has caused a great deal of anxiety. As there is a great deal of uncertainly left to come, it keeps us all in some 
sense of anxiety. As we have a lack of control with what is happening, we tend to feel more stress. To assist with this a 
strategy to help is to make a list of things/goals that you would like to achieve each day – children can do this too. As 
you achieve them tick them off and this will help you to feel less stressed. This is a great strategy at all times. 
As isolation restrictions start to ease and as we will return to school shortly, this can also cause stress levels to rise. 
Knowing we are coming back to school and that your children will be in a safe place is a comfort. Please understand 
and know the teachers and staff have been achieving incredible goals whilst remote teaching and learning and are also 
keen to get back to school and a normalised position.

We have all been in the same storm, however we are all in different boats. This is a time to remember our learner 
profile Caring. Please be mindful to show empathy and compassion towards others as we have all different 
experiences.
I am truly looking forward to meeting you all and assisting you where I can. Please do not hesitate to contact me for 
any reason – I will try my best to assist you. Ryan.Elle.J@edumail.vic.gov.au

This is an upcoming webinar that you may be interested in 
attending on health and hygiene.-

Elle Ryan - 

Student Wellbeing and 
Engagement Leader 
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS

What an amazing start to our online Performing Arts classes.

With the current environment, and the restrictions placed on all of us because of the COVID19 pandemic, we 
were always anticipating some challenges to learning Performing Arts over this remote channel.  But we have 
been pleasantly surprised at the level of student engagement.  Many of the students and parents have embraced 
the technologies that are available, recording and uploading their involvement and achievements within our 
Schoolbox pages.

In our weekly music lessons, students have been required to perform, record and publish themselves on 
Schoolbox.  Initially, they were asked to record themselves singing the school song, and we were overwhelmed at 
the response of the students, especially those from Prep and Year One.  This was then consolidated into one 
video, simulating a ‘virtual choir’.  The current environment in isolation can be very difficult for our children, 
especially when the benefits usually associated with community and connection through musical ensembles are 
missing.  The virtual choir recreated a feeling of unity and connection amongst the children, giving them a sense 
of belonging and purpose.

Over the next few weeks, the children were tasked to create their own instruments from materials they could 
find readily available at home.  A lot of students demonstrated their creative flare in their instruments, and 
many were even encouraged to do further inquiry on how materials, size and methods of playing can affect the 
pitch and timbre of the instruments.  These instruments were then used to perform and record rhythmic 
patterns in time with a metronome.  Other activities included chanting the house chants as well as recording 
themselves singing the ‘Welcome Song’.

In our weekly drama lessons, students have been progressively introduced to the life and works of William 
Shakespeare! This has been gently unpacked over the course of the last six weeks by firstly looking at the 
elements of ‘prose and poetry’, then focusing on the specific beat structure of ‘iambic pentameter’. 

Newsletter # 22  //   15 May 2020 



PERFORMING ARTS NEWS

This form of writing and delivery works quite naturally with the English language and is based on 
the human heartbeat; as it is a beat structure that we are all very familiar with from birth...and even 
before! 

‘Iambic pentameter’, or ‘The 5 Lambs’ as we have dubbed it for a little more simplicity, was the 
preferred beat structure of many of Shakespeare’s brilliant and beautiful monologues. 

It is vitality important that we have an understanding and appreciation of Shakespeare as he was 
not only a masterful poet and storyteller of genius level, his legacy remains as one of the 
foundation-stones of Modern English. His skills of observing our thoughts, emotions and the 
world around us has resulted in his works serving as a fully comprehensive reference point towards 
understanding the meaning of our very lives. 

The trick is of course, to patiently and carefully take the time to simplify and introduce these 
elements to our young ones in these strange modern times...for his writing does not belong to 
some other class or distant, artistic elite. It was written to be enjoyed by the masses!  

In no time at all, the goal is to have students not only equipped with the ability to translate and 
understand deeply elaborate Shakespearean monologues, but to recite these incredible works that are 
still relevant now even though they were written some 400 years ago...perhaps even to develop a love 
and connection to them that will last a lifetime.

Dance has seen many fun elements incorporated within our program to help make the online home 
learning experience an enjoyable and educational one. This has seen students focus their energy and 
efforts in all areas and the feedback has been positive and uplifting.  We have maintained the core 
foundations and preparations to dance and use any physical activity such as sports through our weekly 
ongoing warm ups and stretches. This is followed up by our exercises working on different rhythms, 
beats, timing and syncopation through body percussion movements. 

As everyone’s learning space at home has been a little different throughout this time, we have 
focussed on spatial awareness and body control within the limited space around us. This has also 
worked well on using our peripheral sensors to help focus on our surroundings while travelling and 
facing different directions through the set steps and choreography.

Teamwork has always been an important factor we’ve worked on and this term we have included the 
families in our online lessons! We have had parents and students working together as a team to not 
only learn the steps provided from the lessons, but also create their own steps and choreography to 
complete the routine for the weekly task.  This emphasises on important elements such as family 
bonding, communication, problem solving, teamwork, reaching a common goal as a team, and all the 
while having fun along the way.

Students have learnt to take more ownership of their actions while learning online and are becoming 
more self-aware of details and requirements provided. Through this, they are learning about body 
control, commitment and consistency, self-discipline, retaining choreography and information, 
and how to create their own outcomes and results. This process has helped boost the confidence 
in many students as they have done the hard work and figured out a lot of the steps and problem 
solving along the way. 

Congratulations to all the students on an amazing few weeks and look forward to more to come! 

Performing Arts Directors:
Mr Jay Bowen – Drama Mr Phill Haddad – Dance Mr Michael Lapina – Music
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Welcome to the first newsletter of Term Two. Last week we saw an increase in the participation on our PE 
Schoolbox page with the introduction of the ‘Daily House Point Challenge’. Every weekday morning a video will 
be posted on Schoolbox with one exercise for students to complete. Students can then earn points for their 
respective houses by recording their exercise and uploading it to Schoolbox. Remember to wear your team 
colours so we know who to award the points to! PLUS – extra house points are awarded if family members join 
in. 

Congratulations to Team Goolagong who finished in first place last week with an impressive 1,700 points! We 
would also like to say a big well done to the following five students; Tana Chiura (Team Vander Kuyp, 4C), 
Hayley Kan (Team Freeman, PB), Limoqi Fan (Team Vander Kuyp, PA), Nora Aziadou (Team Goodes, 4D) and 
Vanessa Mocko (Team Freeman, 5C). These five students visited the PE Schoolbox page more than any other 
students during week four and have all won 50 points for their houses. Congratulations  

During remote learning students participate in one live WebEx meeting with their respective PE teacher each 
week. We do however encourage students to participate in at least 30 minutes of exercise every day to ensure they 
are remaining fit and active. Students can achieve this in many ways, here are some resources available on the 
Schoolbox PE page to help students achieve this goal:

• Weekly five-minute workout videos with Ms. Evans
• Daily House Point Challenge
• Basketball skills video links
• PE with Joe
• Yoga, breathing and relaxation video exercises

Any exercise completed with families such as going for walks or bike rides also counts towards their daily goal. 
Students are encouraged to log all their exercise in their PE exercise journals.

Again, we would like to say a massive thank you to all the students and parents for their participation levels whilst 
we have been remote learning. We have been so impressed with the number of students who are attending 
lessons and then uploading videos of their exercise. 

Keep up the good work!

Kind Regards,

Mr. Irons, Ms. Evans & Mr. Symmons

Newsletter # 22  //   15 May 2020 



VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS  NEWS
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Visual Communications embraced the introduction to online learning with the aim 
to continue to uphold the standards of learning despite classes being delivered 
remotely. The challenges presented by COVID-19 created an opportunity to 
experiment with a different method of learning that would not have been explored 
otherwise. Enhanced learning outcomes were expected to be achieved as the 
implementation of digital methods strongly complemented traditional classroom 
teaching. 

Students spent the past month discovering and refining design principles such as the 
Rule of Thirds, Symmetry and Continuity. This provided them with a lense through 
which they can view the world in different ways and capture photos that embody 
these principles. Saltwater has introduced a weekly competition in the photo blog 
and a prize is awarded to the student who best displays the criteria for the week. 



FOOD TECHNOLOGY  NEWS

Hello Saltwater Community,

It has been such an adventurous start to Term Two in Food Technology. I’d like to say a big thank you 
to all the parents and carers who have taken the time to supervise and assist students in their home 
kitchens. 

The response on Schoolbox has been an overwhelming joy to see students posting photos of their 
creations. Some are making the weekly recipes that are available whilst others are creating innovations 
or just sharing something else, they have had the opportunity of making. Whatever it is that has you in 
the kitchen we want to see it so please don’t stop sharing! 

During this time, it was essential to reiterate the importance of hygiene and safety in the kitchen in 
Week One prior to commencing any cooking. The first few weeks of this term have also included some 
recipes that may be familiar to some students from our practical lessons in Food Technology during 
Term One, so I hope their prior knowledge on creating these has been helpful.

I encourage all students to continue all the culinary goodness over the weeks to come and if you’re 
happy to share, please feel free to take photos of the steps along the way to share on our social stream 
on the Food Technology page.

Some extracurricular activities to do after your time in the kitchen:
-Have a go at writing your recipe as a procedural text, including title, ingredients and method
-Trial doubling a recipe’s ingredients to make more or halving the quantities to make less
-Collect supermarket catalogues and create a shopping list with ingredients needed to make something.
Add the prices of ingredients together to find the total cost in dollars and cents
-Photograph your final piece and upload to Schoolbox

Stay safe and happy cooking Master Chefs! 
Miss Caminiti
Food Technology
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VISUAL ART NEWS 

Hello Saltwater community, 

What a term it has been so far! We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our students, parents and staff 
for their patience, resilience and open mindedness. Thank you for learning to use technology with art, finding 
alternatives, communicating and problem solving with us. We want to thank you and let you know we appreciate 
your efforts greatly. 

In Prep classes, students defined and worked with primary, secondary, warm, cool and complementary colours. 
Students used materials at home and also learnt how to use the ‘Paper’ app on the iPad. It was great to see 
students making clear definitions and experimenting with different mediums to colour and create. 

In the Year One and Two classes, students explored how ‘Creativity makes things new.’ Inspired by Andy 
Goldsworthy, students were asked to build their creativity by altering, adding and combining different leaves to 
create new art works, animals and monsters. Students and families were open minded, learning and problem 
solving how to download/select different leaves, use the Paper and Photoshop Mix app and/or collect leaves on 
their own and use the leaves to create new artworks. 

Year Three and Four classes explored different types of symmetry - reflectional, rotational and translational. 
Students created and designed Islamic Geometric Tiles, Mandalas and Tessellations. The works required attention 
to detail and patience, thank you Year threes and Year Fours for being risk takers. 

Year Five classes worked closely with the works of focus artist Jean Michel Basquiat representing themselves 
through self-portraiture, words and colour. Thank you, Year Fives, for putting who you are into your artwork.

Year Six classes explored art appropriation, researching and focusing on an artist of choice.  Students started the 
term unpacking the concept of Appropriation in Art and creating Mind Maps to represent their knowledge.  We 
moved onto refining the use of Mind Mapping skills by representing information about an artist of choice and 
their art work.  Students are now starting to create their own appropriated piece of artwork using the artist they 
researched and their MacBook as their artistic tool.

Moving forward the Art team, with the support of the leaders, have reflected on the term so far and decided to 
change things up a little in response to the community’s reaction to Remote learning.  We have decided to make 
the remaining part of the remote learning experience more hands-on and interactive.  As of week six, all students 
will be able to access the art page on SchoolBox to read the news item that will outline the week’s intended 
activity.  Students will then have the opportunity to create a piece of artwork based around the concept for the 
week and upload their work into a social stream for their particular year level group.  Students will then be 
provided explicit WebEx lessons on the sort of feedback they can provide one another on the work that has been 
submitted.  This idea is in line with the ‘Respond and Interpret’ section of the Visual Art Victorian Curriculum as 
well as teaching the Personal and Social Capabilities needed across different year levels.  As teachers we will spend 
time explicitly teaching students the type of feedback that would be suited to the artwork and the online format.  
This is a crucial skill that students will benefit from in the future when they engage in social media platforms that 
are driven by commentary from external sources.  Each week we will then upload a selection of artwork to the 
online gallery so that all members of our school community can see the variety of student work from each year 
level.  We are looking forward to this new method of teaching and interaction with the student artwork over the 
coming weeks and encourage you to keep checking out the Art page with your children.  Have fun, be creative and 
enjoy the process.   

Stella Nguyen and Maria NArdo - Visual Art Teachers
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SPANISH NEWS 
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Well, what a topsy-turvy term we have had! Everyone is looking forward to moving 
back to a school learning environment. Online learning has had its advantages and 
disadvantages, but we are finding that students are now becoming a bit tired of the 
lack of human contact and we totally understand that. We think that everyone is 
doing such an incredible job.

We want to give a huge shout out to parents of Preps and Year Ones, who have 
been doing an amazing job of helping students with their work, taking photos and 
videos and submitting work online. We have really enjoyed reviewing this work 
and getting to know students a bit better in their home environments. We have 
discovered that some students have some awesome pets, toys and cute pyjamas!

Here are some photos from our online learning environment so far:

Work featured above is from (L to R): 
Millie 5A, Baylee 3B, Ricky PJ, Amyra 
1H, Liana PJ and Hannah PE.  !Qué fantástico!

Nelson Pasten and Anne MacKelvie - Spanish Teachers
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INTERVENTION/EXTENSION NEWS

Extension Programs

Congratulations to the students, who have met the criteria to be a participant in Saltwater’s Extension 
Programs. Students were selected based on their performance and academic achievements, those who are 
performing well above the expected level, by their classroom teacher. Extension programs have now 
begun remotely. Students that have been asked to participate in these programs can do so via Schoolbox. 
The various extension programs are as follows.

Years Five and Six - Tournament of the Minds  
Tournament of the minds is a team problem solving program, an international program designed to give 
students the opportunity to participate in creative activities involving stimulating, open ended challenges 
which demand experimentation and reward divergent thinking. While promoting learning and 
developing as an individual within a team structure, the aim of this program is to enhance the potential of 
our youth by developing diverse skills, enterprise, time management and the discipline to work 
collaboratively within a challenging and competitive environment. The group is required to solve 
demanding, open ended tasks from one of the following disciplines: The Arts, STEM (the disciplines of 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics), Language Literature and Social Sciences. 
Tournament of the minds is an opportunity for students with a passion for learning and problem solving 
to demonstrate their skills and talents.

Years Five and Six - Philosophy and Debating  
Philosophy and debating are the process of continually questioning, evaluating and challenging ideas in 
order to develop problem solving and analytical skills and encourages critical and creative thinking. It 
promotes the development of reasoning and rationality. Children learn why some arguments falter while 
others are able to withstand scrutiny, which allows them to not only present better arguments themselves, 
but also to critique the poor arguments of others in a fair and constructive manner. Students who join 
this group will explore a range of theories, they may work as a group or as individuals depending on the 
inquiry and will extend their ability allowing the stimulation of critical thinking, creativity and 
collaboration.

Year Prep to Year Six - Writing Enrichment  
Creative writing is the art of creating something that is unique and draws on the abilities of students 
where they are actually excited to learn. Writing enrichment lessons, will cover a range of different 
writing genres such as: poetry, stories, plays and even free writing where students will be able to express 
themselves as a creative writer using any type of writing they wish. With rich and engaging lessons, 
students will be opening their minds to possibilities they may not otherwise have considered and be able 
to explore their own creative potential. Students will have the opportunity to publish their work and 
reflect on their pieces, regularly setting and revisiting goals and constantly working above and beyond to 
further enhance their ability.
A little something from two of our extension participants:

I enjoy writing because I can express all of my ideas and my knowledge of writing. When I learn new 
skills that I can use I love to add them in my writing. I really enjoy writing and learning new skills, so I 
want to learn lots about writing.
Thasneem MOHAMMED ASIF 5A

My understanding of philosophy is to ponder about the unknown and debating is arguing with someone 
else.
Max Nyeholt 5A 

I look forward to continuing to work with all of the extension students and share some of the great work 
of our high achievers. 

Di Traianon - Extension Educator 
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Intervention Programs

Intervention has successfully commenced this term in both Year Prep and Year One.  Students have 
been happily engaging in all intervention activities, whether this has been in WebEx sessions or here at 
school. Students need to be commended for their eager participation and excitement when working in 
these groups. We have even seen some incredible growth with individual students, and we are proud of 
them all and can’t wait to see further improvements.  

Gramatiki Alexiou (Prep Leader) and Danielle Colling (Year One Leader)

Maths Extension

Over the past four weeks, students in Years Four, Five and Six have been exploring a variety of concepts 
in Maths Extension workshops. The online interactive sessions consist of a 30-minute WebEx with 
explicit instructions hosted by Mr Nicolaides, every Monday and Friday from 1:30pm. 

Every month we highlight a famous mathematician to inquire into. Our first mathematician was Carl 
Gauss. Students took ownership over this task by creating their own presentation which they shared on 
our social stream page. Included was a description of who Carl Gauss was and what he was famous for. 

We began our extension classes by inquiring into ‘Statistics and Data Representation’. Statistics are used 
for persuasive reasons within our daily lives and people, organisations, and whole countries base some 
of their most important decisions on organised data. Students who investigated ‘Simpson’s paradox’ 
were presented with the mathematician Mark Liddell. As a follow up task, students explored different 
ways that data is presented. As independent learners, students listened to a ‘TED Talk’ by Hans Rosling, 
where they explored how Hans visually represents his data to allow connections to be made more easily. 

As mathematicians we are constantly reflective, thinking about formulas, rules and concepts. That is 
why it is important to always end our sessions with a guiding question or what we like to call an 
‘Essential Question’ that will keep the students thinking about this concept. As the module for Week 
One and Two concluded, students were left with the following questions to ponder, “Why do we bother 
with statistics? and What are the ethical responsibilities we face when we work with numbers and 
statistics?”

Where to next…
For the remainder of Term Two, our focus will shift to Algebra and Equations. Last Monday, students 
were presented with the following essential question:

Algebra is a branch of mathematics that looks at number patterns and rules. How can working with 
letters, symbols and algebraic rules be useful to us?

As we explore this concept, students will be exposed to the following topics: 
- Understanding rules
- Using pronumerals
- Terms, expressions and equations
- Evaluating expressions
- Strategies for solving equations
- Using flowcharts
- Building expressions using flowcharts
- Solving equations using backtracking
- Solving equations using a balance model
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We further explored some key ideas as we began inquiring into the first topic of Understanding Rules. 
Together, we came up with a set of objectives that we think are important. 
- Firstly: Algebra is a branch of mathematics that looks at number patterns and rules.
- Secondly:  A rule describes a relationship between two or more variables.
- Thirdly:  A variable is a quantity that can have varying or differing values
- Finally:  A rule with two variables can be used to find the value of one variable if you know the
other variable.

Students demonstrated their understanding of the relationship between IN and OUT numbers.  An 
example of this is demonstrated below: 

Students are currently demonstrating 
the learner profile attribute of 
‘Thinkers’ as they reflect on the 
following question:

Why is a rule more useful 
than creating a table? 

We will explore this question further 
in next week’s WebEx session. 
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It’s Challenge time… 

The Department of Education and Training have created engaging and relevant hands-on 
mathematical tasks that require families to collaborate together by completing challenges.  

So… Saltwater College challenges you to the…

‘Titanic Challenge’

By designing and creating your own boat, you and your family will learn about some principles of 
geometry and engineering. As you test how much weight your boat can carry, you will learn about 
scale, measurement and volume. 

Essential Question: At what point will your boat sink like the Titanic?

Step One: Setting the Scene
Using some common household materials, build a boat which not only floats, but also carries weight. 
For this, your family will need to focus on the design of the hull (the bit of the boat that sits under 
water). By planning, designing and communicating effectively as a team, can you stay afloat?

Step Two: The Challenge - Logistics
a.Use any household resources to aid your construction, e.g. sticks, wood, empty bottles, corks, etc.
b. Your boat should be no bigger than 30cm long by 15cm wide by 10cm tall.
c. Collect objects you can use as weights to put into your boat to test how much weight it can take
before it sinks, e.g. coins, metal spoons, etc.
d. You need to estimate how much weight you think your boat can hold and guess whether your boat
will sink or capsize. Write down your estimations before you test your boat.
e. Find somewhere to test your boat such as a sink, a bucket, a bathtub or an esky. Slowly add weights
and test how much weight your boat can hold before it sinks.
f. Capture images or videos of your challenge. You may want to create an iMovie showcasing the
process.
g. Submit your designs to your class page on Schoolbox or you can email Mr Nicolaides directly at
michael.nicolaides@education.vic.gov.au

Step Three: Reflect 
What was the maximum amount of weight your boat managed to hold before sinking or capsizing? 
Discuss with your family if you think you should have used a different shape for your boat. 

Thank you
Mr Michael Nicolaides
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NEWS FROM PREP

Dear Prep Parents,  

WOW what an incredible start to the term! This term has been like no other and one we will never forget. 
There have been a lot of positives and challenges but overall, this whole experience has made us more 
knowledgeable and has helped build our resilience. It shows that no matter what challenges we have as a 
community, together with perseverance and determination, we are capable of achieving anything. We are 
SO proud of all our Prep students and their learning during this time. The Prep team would like to say a 
massive THANK YOU to all our amazing and supportive parents because without your encouragement, 
understanding, patience and guidance, this would not have been possible. You are all doing an outstanding 
job and we appreciate every single one of you. As the weeks go by, we continue to do our best to deliver 
fun, engagement and quality education to all our students.

Teacher Highlights
The biggest highlight of our day is seeing our students' faces on WebEx, as this brings us as close as 
possible to the classroom without actually being there. These sessions are happening three times a day: 
9am, 10am and 12pm. Please continue to jump online during these times as there is important information 
relayed that relates to school activities and where explicit lessons are delivered. Another highlight for us is 
marking student work on Schoolbox. We’d like to remind you all to please continue to upload your child’s 
work and take the opportunity to show your child how to upload their work independently. We love going 
through all submitted work as we get to provide feedback as well as see the growth that is happening from 
home. 

Guided Reading 
We have successfully completed our first week of Guided Reading. Guided Reading is focused teacher 
directed reading that is part of our daily reading program and it is where every student has an opportunity 
to participate in, at least once a week. We are very fortunate to be able to continue to do this online and we 
thank you for your patience and support in this area. We would like to remind parents that during your 
child’s Guided Reading session, it is a great time for you to step away from your child’s learning and grab a 
tea and relax. Your child is completely supported in these WebEx sessions by their classroom teacher.

Disco
Week four of remote learning ended with an online Prep disco to celebrate all of the hard work students 
have been putting in at home. Many of our Prep students logged onto WebEx on Friday afternoon to join 
Mr Saleem who played some great music and to have a dance with their friends and teachers. It was a great 
way for our school community to come together and have some fun, while safe in our own homes. It was 
amazing to see so many families and teachers get involved and have such an enjoyable time. 

Student Work
To ensure our students are working towards their personal learning goals, we kindly ask that all parents 
and caregivers continue to allow the children to independently complete their tasks. To build on their 
learning skills and resilience, we need to acknowledge and support that most of the students are capable of 
independently completing tasks. This will ensure work samples are reflecting your child’s current learning 
ability and skill level. Classroom teachers can then provide targeted feedback that families can work 
towards. We ask that students continue to cross out mistakes made, by putting a single line through it 
rather than erasing it, as this then shows us your child’s thinking and illustrates their ability to edit their 
work. Please see the example of a writing piece completed by a Prep student on Schoolbox and how the 
parent corrected it by writing the correct spelling of the word above and then scribing the whole sentence 
at the bottom of the page. We kindly ask that families do this so that the teachers can read and understand 
the writing submission. 
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NEWS FROM PREP

Inquiry 
In Week four we began our second 
Unit of Inquiry under the 
Transdisciplinary Theme ‘Where 
we are in Place and Time’. The 
Prep students have begun 
inquiring into the Central Idea 
that ‘Journeys happen for many 
reasons and in many ways’. As a 
provocation, students were asked 
to collect photos of themselves 
from birth to now. These photos 
will assist students to investigate 
their own journeys, including their 
personal development journey, 
learning journey and journeys to 
different destinations. 

Feedback
We want to hear from you! Your 
feedback to us is crucial. We are 
wanting to make this remote 
learning and teaching experience 
as much fun as we can. Some 
teachers have started 
implementing enjoyable themed 
days such as ‘pyjama day’. If you 
have any ideas on how we can 
make remote learning more fun 
for your children, please don’t 
hesitate to let your child’s teacher 
know. As continually mentioned, 
we are here to support you in 
every way we can. If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact your child’s teacher 
through their email or 
alternatively, on Schoolbox via the 
social stream.

Student accomplishments 
In the pictures that follow you will see some fantastic pieces of work we have been receiving from  our 
students. Please continue to submit your tasks on Schoolbox for your child’s teacher to see. 

Bring on the next few weeks of remote teaching and learning. REMEMBER, with a positive attitude, we 
are capable of doing anything! 

Wisdom begins with Wonder.

Thank you
The Prep Team 
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The commencement of Term Two has certainly 
been an exciting one for our Year One students. 
The whole Year One team are immensely proud of 
how well you have all transitioned to remote 
learning and are over the moon at how successful 
the last five weeks have been. You have continued 
to demonstrate the Learner Profile Attribute of 
being open-minded towards our new way of 
learning. A huge well done to you and your 
families for the continued support. 

We have enjoyed delving into our second Inquiry 
Unit by learning about ‘How We Express 
Ourselves’. Students have explored how different 
emotions and feelings are expressed in different 
ways, including facial expressions and body 
language as well as exploring how we can express 
ourselves through dance, art and by playing 
musical instruments. Learning about different 
forms of expression has helped the students add 
expression when reading out loud. The Year One 
teachers thoroughly enjoyed watching the students 
develop expression while reading on Schoolbox.  

The Year One students have worked hard in 
Literacy and Numeracy. They have been adding 
adjectives into their writing to make their writing 
pieces even more interesting. This was evident 
through the wonderful letters they wrote to their 
class teachers. Thank you everyone, the letters 
really made our day. The students have also been 
committed when exploring different addition 
strategies as well as identifying and naming 2D 
shapes and 3D objects. Students have practised 
using the correct mathematical language to 
describe the different shapes and objects. Well 
done Year One, keep up the good work.

We are very excited to see what the next few weeks 
of remote learning will bring. If you have any 
questions or concerns in relation to remote 
learning, your child’s class teacher is just an email 
away. Please do not hesitate to make contact or ask 
for additional support if you need it. 

The Year One Team
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NEWS FROM YEAR ONE 
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Dear students, parents and carers,  

We are excited to update you on the students’ learning and achievements during this period of remote 
learning! Firstly, a big thank you to everyone for the support, patience and care you have shown the Year Two 
students during this un-precedented time. As teachers, we tried to prepare as best we could to support the 
students during remote learning. In the classroom, the students have teachers with them all day to support 
them. However, at home they have been fortunate to have you to support them during this time. So again, on 
behalf of the teachers and students, thank you! 

This Term, the students have been exploring our second Unit of Inquiry under the Transdisciplinary Theme, 
‘Where We Are in Place and Time’, with the Central Idea being, ‘Indigenous people have a significant and 
enduring culture’. The students have engaged in a provocation where they viewed a series of indigenous 
photos and shared what they were seeing, thinking and wondering. This sparked the students’ curiosity to 
choose an indigenous group they were interested in learning more about. The students conducted some 
research to find their chosen indigenous group’s traditional foods, clothing, tools and traditions/celebrations, 
which they used to create their mind map. To further their understanding, the students chose to represent 
their indigenous group by identifying their favourite food, clothing, tool and tradition/celebration by re-
creating it or drawing it. It was wonderful to see how creative the students were in sketching out their ideas 
and using recyclable materials from around the house. During their video reflections, it was heartwarming to 
hear the students sharing their learning and the items of work that they were most proud of.  

In Year Two Mathematics, students have been focusing on addition and subtraction, along with looking at the 
value of each digit as a whole number through place value. Students have had the opportunity to record their 
learning through creating videos of themselves across all areas, which has allowed them to be reflective 
learners and see what their areas of strengths are and where they need to focus on further. During both 
addition and subtraction, students have engaged in lessons covering different mental strategies to help assist 
them further with solving equations. These mental strategies include the jump strategy, compensation 
strategy, split strategy, bridging through ten, doubles and near-doubles strategies. Students were able to 
source concrete materials from around their homes to help assist them in visualising how addition and 
subtraction equations work. Covering mental strategies and using concrete materials provides students with 
extra background knowledge and understanding on which method they can use to help them solve an 
equation best suited to them. 

In Reading, students have been learning how to summarise what they have read. This includes using the five 
elements of summarising including: who the main characters are, where the story is set, the problem that 
occurs, the solution to the problem and the moral or lesson of the story. Together we read ‘Pig the Pug’ and 
added onto our summary each day to retell the important parts of the story. As a cohort, we have also been 
reading Roald Dahl’s ‘The Twits’ during our remote learning and reflecting on what happened in each 
chapter. From here students were able to retell the important parts of stories that they read during 
independent reading. We have also began understanding how to look up unfamiliar words in the dictionary 
to find their meaning. Guided reading groups have been included into our daily WebEx sessions, giving 
students a chance to work in small groups and practice their reading with their teacher. 

In Writing this term the students have been investigating a specific type of narrative text called a folk tale. 
Folk tales are stories that have been passed down through generations and told over and over again. Some 
examples of folk tales include classic tales such as ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ and ‘Hansel and Gretel’. Folk tales 
often have a moral or lesson that the author is trying to teach - so they can include creation myths and stories. 
In addition to learning about the organisation and features of folk tale narratives, the students investigated a 
number of important writer’s craft elements, including: simple and compound sentences, types of nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs, and punctuation. The students are currently bringing together everything they have 
learned in Writing this term and demonstrating their understanding through the writing of their own folk tale 
style narrative. To make their tales sound authentic, the students are also using their knowledge of the culture 
and traditions of an indigenous group of people from around the world that they have been investigating 
during their second Unit of Inquiry. We are looking forward with excitement to reading the students tales 
when they finish! 

Best regards, 

The Year Two Team 
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NEWS FROM YEAR TWO 
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NEWS FROM YEAR THREE 

Before we get into celebrating all the amazing learning experiences the Year Threes have had 
during remote learning so far and what’s to come this term, we would like to extend a huge thank 
you and congratulations to all of the families and friends who have been supporting the students 
at home or in other learning environments. Your commitment to your child’s education is 
astounding, and it has made our job a lot easier knowing that even if things go wrong 
(technology) they have you at home to help explain tasks and assist in them uploading their work. 
This situation is tough for us all in many ways but thank you for your ongoing care and support 
at home. 

In this newsletter, we will reflect on what has been learnt so far as well as discuss what is to come 
in the next couple of weeks for the Year Three students. 

Unit of Inquiry  
We have had so much fun teaching and seeing the wonderful work the students have been doing 
in our second Unit of Inquiry with the Central Idea of ‘Exploration may lead to discovery and 
change’. Students have had the chance to feel what it would be like to be an explorer themselves, 
having to think about what would go into their own explorer’s backpack for their journeys. They 
also investigated an array of explorers from history, analysing their traits and experiences, as well 
as finding out about all the amazing things that have resulted from exploration. We are very 
proud of all the amazing submissions we received, and very much enjoyed seeing their creative 
astronaut videos in which they described what it would be like to go into space! They were out of 
this world!

The remainder of Term Two will see the students get stuck into our third Unit of Inquiry, under 
the Transdisciplinary Theme of ‘How We Organise Ourselves’, where they will investigate the 
Central Idea ‘Extreme natural events can impact humans and the environment’. In this unit, 
students will look into three exciting lines of inquiry, in which they will find out about the 
physical characteristics of Earth, how natural events can impact the Earth and its atmosphere, and 
that humans may respond and adapt to the challenges of natural events. They will be learning 
about exciting concepts including the Earth’s structure, categories of natural events and the 
different ways in which we react to these events. 

Maths 
In Maths, students will be learning all about Statistics and Probability, where they will develop 
data collecting skills and figure out ways to display their findings. They will also learn about the 
ways in which data can be presented that make it easy to interpret and draw conclusions from 
and apply this to the real world. Students will also investigate the probability of certain events 
occurring and give reasons for this, as well as design their own chance experiment and record and 
interpret their findings. 
We will be starting a ‘Problem Solving and a Three Minute Challenge’, on altering Fridays. This 
week, the students will be using their problem solving skills to figure out a range of questions, and 
on alternate Fridays they will be practising their maths fluency with a timed challenge. 

Reading 
Students will be focusing on the reading comprehension skill of identifying the main ideas in a 
non-fiction text in order to help them understand what is important to gain from the text at hand. 
They will learn how to summarise using ‘Cornell Notes’ and present their summaries in a clear 
and succinct way. They will also be showcasing their speaking and presenting skills, where they 
will be required to present information they have found from a text to an audience. The focus will 
be on learning how to pass on vital information in an engaging way. 
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Writing 
This unit will see the Year Threes develop their explanation text skills – learning to explain how and why 
something in the world happens. They will learn about the purpose, features and structure of an 
explanation text, and be required to do some personal research into something they would like to write 
about. Students will experiment with the use of a range of text and graphic features to present their pieces, 
collecting important information and images to support their writing. 

Reminders
- Please ensure your children are continuing to engage in specialist classes as well as completing the daily
Inquiry tasks. These are really fun and engaging lessons and are a great way for us to see how the students
put their literacy and numeracy skills into meaningful applications.
- Keep an eye on each class’ Schoolbox page as well as the year level page for news and updates. Some
classes are running Friday sessions such as crazy hair or hat day, games afternoons, show and tell and pet
parades!

We hope you have a wonderful next couple of weeks, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s 
classroom teacher if you have any questions, queries or concerns.

Kind regards, 
Year Three Team 
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Term Two is already nearing the halfway mark and we are incredibly proud of the learning Year 
Fours have achieved. Students have been working remotely to inquire into our current ‘Sharing 
the Planet’ Unit of Inquiry; exploring the Central Idea that ‘Earth’s survival is dependent on 
sustaining our global ecosystem’. We learnt about Earth’s four main systems: the biosphere, the 
atmosphere, the geosphere and the hydrosphere. Following that, we looked at the impact 
human activity is having on our environment and students reflected on changes in their 
thinking (you can see an example of this in the student work below). We also explored actions 
that humans are taking to sustain our planet. We even looked at the positive environmental 
effects of the COVID-19 lockdowns.

As inquirers, our learning is driven by 
student curiosity. Students have been 
developing their questioning skills 
during this unit, with a growing 
understanding of the purpose of 
different kinds of questions and what 
higher thinking questions, the best 
kind for inquiring into, look like. 
Students have been posting questions 
that express their curiosity on their 
class’ online wonderings page. 

Through this Unit of Inquiry, the 
Year Fours have also been looking at 
information texts. Students analysed 
the content, structure and language of 
informative articles and videos related 
to our Unit of Inquiry’s Central Idea. 
They consolidated their 
understanding of opinions versus 
facts and were guided through the 
writing process of constructing their 
own information texts. Students were 
encouraged to reflect on their 
progress, teacher feedback and 
writing goals they had set for 
themselves.
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Within Mathematics, the Year Fours built on their understanding of reading and creating maps. 
They were explicitly taught about the uses of such map features as keys (or legends), scales, 
compasses and grid references. Students then endeavoured to use these features in the creation 
of their own maps and when giving directions from point A to point B. 

Following this, students worked on interpreting and constructing graphs to display data. They 
even analysed a graph depicting the changes in electricity consumption around the world due to 
the COVID-19 lockdowns (see below).

During both Mathematic units, Location and Data Representation, students were guided to set 
and reflect on their Mathematic goals connected to the Victorian Curriculum.

Year Fours have also been working on ways to make remote learning a more enjoyable experience. 
We have been utilising polls, surveys and discussion boards for students to generate ideas. 
Different classes have been planning for Mother’s Day WebEx meetings, Fun Friday’s, discos, 
interactions with prep buddies and more!

To all our Year Four students, carers and families, we say a big thank you for all the support, 
understanding and compassion you’ve shown during these unprecedented times. We are 
incredibly fortunate to have such a strong school community.

The Year Four Team
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Well, we know that this has not been the most desirable start to Term Two, we had to adapt to a 
new way of teaching and learning. As a team, as a college, we can’t thank every single person 
enough. On behalf of the Year Five team a huge ‘Thank You’. 

Thank you for your support and open mindedness to remote learning. No doubt there has been 
problems, but this was to be expected. As it was the first time in history, it was never going to be 
perfect. We have managed five weeks of this change and we are still smiling. So, the biggest 
thank you goes to our students who have developed their independence and self-management 
skills. They have been resilient and enthusiastic to this new approach of learning and have taken 
it in their stride. Here are snippets of what we have achieved in Term Two. 

A Term That Will Always Be Remembered!
Our current unit of inquiry, which is coming to a close, under the Transdisciplinary Theme 
‘Who We Are’ allowed the students to investigate into the Central Idea ‘Characteristics of a 
leader determines their legacy’. They have developed their knowledge of research skills as they 
discovered different sources of information and evaluated which sources are reliable or not. 
Following their curiosity, the students have identified a leader that interests them and used the 
writing process to create a biography consisting of timelines, character traits and the legacy they 
are leaving or left behind.
Last week, student representatives from the Year Five classes joined the teachers and 
collaboratively planned our next unit of inquiry. Part of the IB philosophy is to foster student 
voice and agency. This was amazing to see the students take ownership over their learning as the 
teachers listened. Our aim for the future is for the students to lead this process. A short movie of 
this collaboration can be found on our Saltwater Instagram and Facebook social media page. 

Inspirational Leaders 
Throughout the past few weeks we have been learning about leaders and we have been writing 
biographies about a leader that we admire. We have learnt about what qualities they have that 
inspire others, and what change they made in the world. We have learnt a little bit about 
legacies, and we learnt about some legacies that leaders had and if they were negative or positive. 
The past few weeks were really fun, and we got to learn many new things.
 Thasneem 5A
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Investigation into Time
In Maths, we are working on an amazing maths task. It allows us to make our own ‘time 
machine’. We have to create a machine that can measure a specific amount of time for example, 
10 secs, 30secs, 1min or thereafter. So, I am making a timer which is a rice timer that measures 
time. 
Lareb 5A

Remote Learning Reflection
Ever since the Coronavirus came around, students all over the world have been having to learn 
remotely. Remote learning has affected all students and teachers. Some students really seem to 
enjoy it and are pleased with the idea of remote learning. It can be hard not seeing your friends, 
your teachers, your principal, sports, events, and sometimes a loud classroom but it’s good to 
have a change once in a while. Some students enjoy being at home in their own environment. 
They’re in their own place, and sometimes going to school can be stressful. While some students 
are having a good time it could also have an effect on some others learning as they might not 
have the right equipment, not have internet, get very easily distracted, and it’s hard for things 
not to be normal and to have to be separated from your friends. School is a place for building 
friendships, learning responsibility, and getting an escape from the house, but it seems as though 
the Coronavirus has taken that all away from us. 
For me, I loved getting to see my friends every day in the school environment. Now that it’s 
taken away from me, I realise now that school was my main source of communicating with 
people. Now I feel as though I’m losing friendships I had at school since we can’t go out 
anymore. I had a schedule when going to classes and when to wake up and when go to bed. Now 
that I have no reason to have a schedule, I have been going to bed and waking up much later 
than I am used to. For me remote learning is hard I don’t have my friends to help me or to play 
with, it’s different that our teachers aren't there in person to explain things to you, but on the 
positive side you have your family, you can have more time to do your work, and that we are 
trying something new. It’s important that we don’t freak out and realise that this won’t be going 
on forever and that we will at some point be going to school.
Stay safe, stay calm, and stay at home.
Yours sincerely,
Daesha Booth 
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It’s hard to believe that we are already preparing for week six of the remote learning 
program. Although it has been a trying process for parents, students and teachers, the Year 
Six teachers have been incredibly proud of your efforts, as you have continued to work 
industriously from the comfort of your homes. As a team, we are super grateful to our 
parents for all their hard work behind the scenes in ensuring that their children remain 
positive throughout this process.

Many students have expressed how much they miss being in the classroom, but it makes us 
so proud to see their enthusiasm and positive attitude to this new way of learning. Teachers 
have been making contact with our Year Six parents to make sure they are feeling settled 
and comfortable with remote learning and to answer any questions students and parents 
may have. 

It is essential that all students turn on their cameras to identify themselves first thing in the 
morning at 9 am on their class WebEx as there have been one or two incidences in Victoria 
of imposters infiltrating the network. Please remember to ensure that all students continue 
to follow the schedule of logging on at 9:00 am for Reading, 10:00 am for Writing, 12:00 
pm for Mathematics and any other times your child is timetabled for inquiry and specialist 
subjects. We understand that many of you have other commitments, so we are flexible and 
understanding to your personal circumstances. Remember we don’t want to ‘turn kids off’ 
learning and education, during these unprecedented circumstances, but rather praise 
student efforts and celebrate their successes.

All Year Six teachers have been surprised by the commitment of students completing their 
tasks and in doing so, enhancing their tech skills and proficiency. After some initial 
challenges using Schoolbox, children have come a long way in utilising the technology and 
undertaking their prescribed lessons after initial lessons with their teachers. It has been 
amazing to see students asking lots of questions (wonderings) in our inquiry unit focusing 
on the idea that ‘Throughout history, cultural shifts contribute to the formation of a 
country's identity’, using class padlets and then taking these questions and inquiring into 
them more deeply.

It was great to have children vote and nominate to ‘rock up’ to Friday’s WebEx session in 
their pyjamas. Some were determined to wear their uniform, so classes voted and the 
majority chose pyjamas. The school disco was another hoot! It was great to see many Year 
Sixes enjoying and grooving in front of their PCs, which was brave, unique and a great way 
to let their hair down.

We appreciate your time and patience, and it’s important that we all continue to be kind to 
each other. Thank you for your commitment and effort thus far and we look forward to 
continuing a successful and productive remote learning experience, until we are given the 
green light to return to class.

Year Six Team.
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NEWS FROM YEAR SIX 
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The Year Six classes have been mixing up their Friday routine, by fronting up to their Webex 
meetings, according to their class' dress up theme
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