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A NOTE FROM LEADERSHIP
Monday 14 December
Year Six Graduation
5:30pm-8:30pm
Monday 14 December
Swimming Trials for Years
Two to Five
Wednesday 16 December
Internal Transition Day for
2021 students (Years 1-6)
Thursday 17 December
Last day of school for
students;
Early dismissal – 1:30pm.
Friday 18 December
Curriculum Day –student
free day

Dear parents,
It is hard to believe that we have reached the end of a year that
none of us will ever forget. Year 2020! After the whirlwind and
challenges of remote and onsite learning with Covid
restrictions, we have successfully completed another year of
achievements, despite some trials and tribulations. As
mentioned in the previous newsletter, I take pride in how we
have all functioned together as a school community and
supported one another throughout. Reflecting back to the
beginning of the pandemic and remote learning, our school
community has demonstrated kindness, care and resilience
throughout all adversities and challenges.
This has not been a year of normality and usual process, and many
decisions have had to be made and processes changed throughout
the year to reflect the changing guidelines and directions. This, in
turn, has affected our usual way of communicating and how we do
things with our community. Typically, around this time of the year,
we would be conducting more community events and gatherings,
including onsite Christmas Carols. Normally, students would be
rehearsing for stage productions, Year Six graduation and Christmas
Carols. However, our usual way of conducting business this year has
been affected due to the restrictions of having people onsite.
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There are so many factors that must be considered when shifting an onsite event to an online
platform. We are so appreciative of the community’s support and flexibility in adapting to requests
that have had to change due to this process being new for all of us. With all new learning, there is
always an element of trial and error until we establish what works well and what process need to be
put in place to ensure success. This is how good learning and improvements happens. We often
encourage our students to be risk takers and move out of their comfort zone, trialling new things,
and to not be afraid to make errors along the way as problem solving these errors is what
encourages and promotes creative and innovative thinking. As adults, we must also demonstrate
this and model resilience and courage along the way.
At this point, it is very important to reflect and celebrate some of our achievements for 2020:
• Successfully managing a seamless shift to and from remote learning, while also supporting all
families with devices and connectivity.
• Supporting our school and wider community by acknowledging, addressing, and attending to
wellbeing needs.
• Making great student growth due to our intervention and extension programs that continued to
operate during remote learning.
• Launching a student initiated Artography website, showcasing student work in Visual
Communications and Visual Arts.
• Shifting our whole school production to an online platform.
• Conducting virtual events to excite and engage our community, such as our virtual discos, virtual
camps and excursions.
• Continuing to support student led action through fundraising initiatives such as our Superhero
Day.
• Celebrating Book Week with student dress ups and some tweaks to the normal operation.
• Managing a successful Book Fair.
• Making last minute changes to Graduation preparations to reflect the changes in government
restrictions and guidelines in order to allow families to also celebrate this milestone event.
• Conducting a virtual Christmas Carols event.
• Modifying the new Prep transition to some virtual and some face to face sessions.
• New staff participating in a modified online ‘Making the PYP Happen’ program.
• Celebrating our students’ learning and achievements through online Three Way Conferences.
• Continuing to support staff through professional development and collaboration.
Congratulations once again to our community as we acknowledge and celebrate what we have
achieved, while we plan for our 2021 year with continued enthusiasm and passion.
As you would have noticed, three new relocatable buildings are currently being installed in our
school, which will bring a further 12 classrooms to our existing spaces. Next year, building works will
begin for our Secondary School which will include two new buildings as well as ground works for
athletic and multipurpose courts to be used by the whole school. Plans are in the works to establish
the timetables and play areas to cater for our growing community.
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Next year will also bring new programs to Saltwater, such as a dedicated Robotics teacher, as well as
the introduction of the following initiatives: Student Leadership and Mentoring systems, building
upon our House Teams, Junior School Council and other student led initiatives. We have also
revamped our structure for student wellbeing and engagement for 2021 to include a full time
Psychologist, a Wellbeing Officer who will also support students with counselling and continued
support of an in-school Speech Pathologist.
To further support our students’ academic needs, and as part of the Department’s new initiative, the
‘Tutor Program’, we will be employing additional staff to support our current intervention and
extension program.
A growing school means a growing staff. We have hired and are continuing to hire a number of
additional staff, including an additional Assistant Principal, Ryan Ma. Next year the structure will be
that Ang Bervanakis will be the Assistant Principal for Prep-2 and Ryan Ma will oversee Years 3-6.
This is in order for Ryan to build relationships with our senior students in preparation for our
Secondary which Ryan will then oversee. Ryan Ma is an experienced Primary and Secondary School
Leader and most recently has worked as the Assistant Principal of the senior school at Alamanda
College. Pease read further in the newsletter to see more information about all our new staff for
2021.
As in all schools and organisations, we must also sadly bid farewell to some existing staff who will be
moving on in 2021. We wish the following staff all the best for their future endeavours: Priya
Marathe (Prep), Stella Nguyen (Visual Arts), Matt Irons (Physical Education), Anne MacKelvie
(Spanish), Elle Ryan (Wellbeing Leader), Lauren Lourdes (Dance instructor), Caroline Smith
(Education Support), and Julian Rizzo (Technical Support). The following staff will be taking a year’s
leave and we look forward to their return: Sheridan Jennings (Year One) and Diane Traianon (Year
Two). We wish Jasmine Sheikh (Year Four) all the very best as she begins maternity leave and we
look forward to welcoming an additional Saltwater Baby to our family.
Next year we also look forward to also embarking in
the Accreditation Process to become a fully accredited
International Baccalaureate school, as well as reflecting
on our achievements in our School Strategic Plan and
creating our action plan for the next four years.
Finally, I would like to wish you and your families a
wonderful and safe break, and I look forward to seeing
you all again in the new year!
Merry Christmas!

Jackie Daniali
Principal
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Saltwater Chess Team Third in National Finals
Once again, competing against the strongest schools in Australia, the Saltwater Chess Team continued to
improve and finished in 3rd place in the 2020 National Primary Schools Chess Finals. The competition was
extremely tough this year and only a half point separated Saltwater from 1st place. With a minimal team
size of only four players, it meant that every team member's points would be counted in the team score
and so everyone deserves full credit for their performance for such a great result.
The team members were:
Rheyansh Annapureddy
Max Walsh
Ryan Yang
Angus Walsh
Congratulations Team!
The final results were:
1st - Glen Waverly Primary 22.5
2nd - Glendal Primary 22.5
3rd - Saltwater College 22.0
Coach Phil is hoping to expand the
team size for 2021 with enrolments for
the 2021 Chess Program opening next
week.
We will share further
information for enrolling in the 2021
Saltwater Chess Program next week.
Phil Minichelli
CHESS ACADEMY
ph: 0478 604 601

Some of our beautifully decorated Christmas doorways…
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Dear Saltwater Community,
I would like to formally introduce myself as the newly appointed
Assistant Principal of the Year 3 – 6 PLC at Saltwater College for 2021. I
am extremely honoured to have been given this position and handed the
responsibility of developing your child(ren)’s wisdom through
wonderment.
I have spent the last 15 years educating the youth of Point Cook, as I
started my Australian educational experience at Carranballac College in
2007 and ending up being an inaugural staff member of Alamanda K-9
College, where I transitioned from a being a PE teacher to a Middle Years
Assistant Principal over the last 8 years.
Throughout my educational life, I have spent quite a bit of time within
the International Baccalaureate program as I, myself, am a product of
the IB diploma program. I was born and raised in Canada, where I
graduated from the IB Programme, and can therefore fully attest to the
value of being provided with an IB education.
I am extremely excited to have been given this opportunity and am
looking forward to the challenge of implementing some of the very
successful educational strategies that I have developed and effectively
delivered in my time as an Assistant Principal.
As the Assistant Principal of Saltwater P-9 College, I will dedicate myself
to assisting our students, staff and families to deliver the core work as
outlined in our mission and vision statement. I look forward to the
challenges ahead, especially with opening up the secondary school
portion of Saltwater P-9 College in 2022. I look forward to meeting and
working with the Saltwater Community and cannot wait to embark on
this exciting journey with you all.
Ryan Ma
Assistant Principal
Saltwater P-9 College
Hi Saltwater College,
My name is Amberly Morison and I am thrilled to be joining you in
2021. Teaching has factored heavily in my life, with a large number
of immediate and extended family members all being involved in
the profession. I have been teaching for 12 years, where I have
completed different roles and year levels as a classroom teacher. I
am passionate about learning and believe that hard work mixed
with fun creates a positive learning environment for all.
My husband and I live locally with our 3-year-old son and have a
love of all things sport, being involved in the local sporting
community. I play and umpire netball and have previously coached
many junior teams too. I closely follow the Suncorp Super Netball
League, the Melbourne Vixens, NBA, NBL, the AFL and particularly
North Melbourne Football Club. I also hold an extensive dance and
performance background.
I look forward to getting to know you all next year.
Amberly Morison
Classroom Teacher
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Hi there!
My name is Noah Mernik, and I am excited to be joining the
Saltwater community in 2021. I am hoping I will be a familiar face
to many, as I have been working at Alamanda K-9 College in Point
Cook for almost four years. During remote learning, I was
fortunate enough to visit Saltwater P-9 College and support
students on-site and online. The warmth and positivity I received
from the staff, students and the wider community was incredible,
and I look forward to contributing to this culture in the coming
year.
As every student is unique, I am passionate about creating a
positive and inclusive learning environment by harnessing every
student’s strengths and interests. I aspire to be a memorable
teacher that supports all students to achieve their full potential
and enjoy their school experience.
So now a little more about myself— my wife and I have one
adopted ‘fur-baby’, Jagger. He is a beautiful and charismatic dog,
however, gets into mischief if he has not had his daily walk. My
hobbies include playing sport, cooking, playing the guitar and
travelling. Italy is certainly one of my favourite places, but this
may be because I could eat pasta for every meal of the day.
I am thrilled to be joining Saltwater P-9 College, and I look forward
to meeting the rest of the community. Exciting times ahead!
Noah Mernik
Classroom Teacher
Hello Saltwater P – 9 College Students and Families,
I am extremely excited to introduce myself, Ms Heidi Spies, a
future Year Six teacher at Saltwater College. Having spent the
past three years in Year Six, I look forward to applying my prior
knowledge of the Year Six curriculum to a new cohort of
learners!
I look forward to continuing my teaching career at Saltwater
College as they work towards accreditation in the International
Baccalaureate as I find many connections with the Primary
Years Programme and the learner profile. Being born in the
United States of America, I made my home in Australia in 2015.
Making the big move away from my family has required
international thinking, open mindedness and a lot of courage. I
know the familiarity of the International Baccalaureate and the
multiculturalism of the school will help me to feel right at home
at Saltwater College.
I look forward to meeting new students, staff and families
during transition day and throughout 2021!
Heidi Spies
Classroom Teacher
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Hi everyone,
My name is Paul Taylor and I am thrilled to be joining the teaching and learning
team at Saltwater P-9 College next year!
I have been teaching since 2001 at two different schools in Melbourne’s West –
Seabrook Primary School and Newport Lakes Primary School. Throughout that
time, I have been a classroom teacher in all year levels from Years 1 – 6; as well
as the PE specialist at Newport Lakes Primary School for a three-year period.
I am an experienced Swimming Teacher/Coach and have worked with and
developed some of the fastest swimmers in Melbourne’s West. I am also the
Founder and Director of the Western Aquatic Academy Swimming Team. Our
squad programs currently run out of four different pools – AquaPulse (Hoppers
Crossing), Bayfit (Altona North), Maribyrnong Aquatic Centre (Maribyrnong)
and next door at Saltwater Swim School (Point Cook).
Away from teaching and coaching I enjoy keeping fit (swimming, running and
lifting a few weights here and there). I also love spending time with my family –
my wife Leonie and three children Sydney (5), Eden (4) and Hugo (1).
I am looking forward to meeting all of the students and families at Saltwater
College. Have a great Christmas and New Year and I’ll see you in 2021 !.
Paul Taylor
Physical Education Teacher

Dear Saltwater Community,
I am thrilled to introduce myself as a newly appointed Classroom
Teacher at Saltwater P-9 College for 2021.
I have been a classroom teacher for six years, working within the
International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme Framework at
Alamanda College. I am very passionate about IB education as it
allows students to make in-depth decisions about their learning,
sharing their curiosities and achieving authentic conceptual inquirybased learning that is challenging, engaging, relevant and significant
to the learner. Our work as educators is to guide students in this
journey of becoming inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young
people, supporting them to become independent, lifelong learners.
I am so excited to be joining the Prep team at Saltwater College in
2021 as a child’s first year of Primary School is a very important and
special year in their learning journey.
As a very passionate educator, I look forward to continuing to
provide a rigorous and differentiated curriculum in a stimulating
learning environment for students that is inclusive for all.
I look forward to building and maintaining positive relationships
working closely with students, colleagues, parents and the wider
community of Saltwater P-9 College.
Anne Farrugia
Classroom Teacher
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Hello!
My name is Charlotte Harper and I will be one of the Year Three teachers
at Saltwater P-9 College in 2021.
I completed my undergraduate degree in Arts at Monash University in
2014.
Shortly after, I moved to London and spent a few years travelling before
coming back home to Melbourne.
I have just graduated from Monash University with a Masters of Primary
Education.
I am so excited to begin my career at Saltwater P-9 College.
I cannot wait to meet all my students and the wider school community.
Charlotte Harper
Classroom Teacher
Dear Saltwater P-9 Community,
My name is Christina Assaf and I am very excited to be introducing
myself as a classroom teacher who will be joining Saltwater P-9
College in 2021. I have recently completed my Bachelor of
Education P-12 at Victoria University majoring in Literacy and
Health and Human Development. My classroom is a place where
students are encouraged to take risks and accept challenges with
pride to enhance the quality of their learning experiences. I am a
firm believer that every child has the talent and potential to grow
and I will strive to make that happen in my classroom.
In my spare time I love to go on adventures, keep fit and see
friends!
I am looking forward to meeting the lovely community of Saltwater
P-9 College in 2021!
Christina Assaf
Classroom Teacher

My name is Gemma Fowler and I am delighted to be joining Saltwater
College as the Robotics specialist in 2021. I have previously worked as a
secondary Mathematics teacher, business administrator and freelance
writer. I am passionate about creativity, design and technology and can’t
wait to work with students to plan and create their own robotics projects.
In my spare time I enjoy working in the garden and watching my pet
chickens.
Gemma Fowler
Robotics Teacher
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Hello!
I’m Sidra Fatima. I’ve recently graduated from La Trobe
University with a Masters of Teaching (Primary). What excites
me about teaching is that I get to work with students and
inspire them to achieve their very best, the same way my
teachers did for me.
I grew up in the beautiful city of Auckland in New Zealand,
where I met my fiancé. I now happily live in Melbourne with
my family and baby nephew. In my free time, I love to travel
and explore new places. 2021 will be a big year for me as I
start my career in Education and I am beyond thrilled to be
doing so with the amazing community of students, parents and
staff at Saltwater College. I’m looking forward to starting this
incredible journey and meeting everyone.
Sidra Fatima
Classroom Teacher
Hello!
My name is Rosie Blake and I will be working as the Office Manager at
Saltwater in 2021. I am married and have three sons, the youngest who
will be in Year 12 in 2021. The older two attend University. I have lived
and worked in Yarraville most of my life.
I have worked for the Department of Education & Training for the last 10
years, with my most recent role being Office Manager at Wembley
Primary School. I am excited to be coming to Saltwater P-9 College and
continuing my employment in the West. Looking forward to meeting you
all in 2021!
Rosie Blake
Office Manager
Hi all!
My name is Ritu Vazirani and I am a Graduate Teacher
entering the teaching profession in 2021 after completing
my Bachelor of Education (P-12) course at Victoria
University.
I have worked at Saltwater P-9 College’s Big Childcare
program for the past two years. I was born in India and
moved to Australia in 2009 with my family.
I am beyond excited to start my teaching journey at
Saltwater P-9 College.
Ritu Vazirani
Classroom Teacher

Newsletter # 34

//

11 December 2020

STUDENT WELLBEING
Dear Saltwater community,
We are coming to the end of a very important year in our history. Having the experience of Covid 19 and the
impacts it has had on us as individuals, as families, as a school community, a nation and globally, will have
long lasting effects for years to come. However, the important thing to remember is we have a choice in how
we will work through life events such as this.
As I reflect on 2020 and all the challenges it has brought, I also reflect on the wonderful things I have learnt
and am so grateful for. This year has given us all so many opportunities in a time which has also been
incredibly difficult for so many. I am so grateful for the wonderful children I get to help each day and the
amazing parents I also support. I have met and worked with some wonderful educators whose sole purpose is
to focus on children and assist them to flourish and grow.
As Reflection is one of the core values and Learner Profiles of the IB, I asked some Year Six students to also
reflect on what they have learnt this year. Some of the concepts they have explored and reflected upon
demonstrate a maturity and resilience that they can be proud of.
Our Covid 19 experiences –
Wearing masks, social distancing, spending time with family, lockdown, missing friends, not able to go out, not
traveling: Matilda
Being stuck in one place, wearing masks, social distancing, home learning, and not going out with friends: Luca
Not everything lasts forever! Webex and zoom exists, missing camp and going to the park: Ben B
From my experience during Covid I understood how to rely on my myself for being ready all the time for things that
would keep me from feeling lonely and helpless: Christopher
From my experience I learnt that when I was in lockdown I was taking responsibility for my work and using my time
effectively for when I go to Secondary School next year: Kashish
I learnt about pressure, isolation, not seeing my friends, having
to stay inside with my amazing brother and sister: Xander T
Learning from home, pressure, taking going out for granted,
talking to the same people every day is annoying, and meeting
new friends: Kharlem
Although we have missed out on many of our ‘normals’, it is
important to also reflect on what we have been grateful for
during this time and think about what we look forward to.
Social and Emotional Learning
I would like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to Tom and Alex for delivering the SEL (social and emotional learning)
groups and providing such a wonderful learning opportunity for our students to gain valuable lifelong skills.
Have a wonderful, relaxing holiday break and best wishes for an amazing 2021.
Ms Elle Ryan
Wellbeing and Engagement Leading Teacher
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
The fun is not over just yet as we head into our final week of school for 2020. After a great term, highlighted
with an outstanding online showcase in The Dreamwalker, the Performing Arts team and all the amazing
students still have more to come!
Christmas would not be Christmas at Saltwater without our end of year Carols celebrations and
performances from everyone here. Last years live celebrations were amazing and loved by all, and we
couldn’t let this year’s changes hold us back from doing them once again. The students have all worked so
hard in class and in rehearsals over the last few weeks in putting together a personalised showcase for their
class and each of their families.
Following the amazing online dynamics that were set out in the Production this year, each class has had their
chosen Christmas Carols professionally recorded and choreographed to suit the selected class and their song.
Throughout this journey, students experienced a whole new way of performing through the virtual world
and were very excited when recording their songs and filming their routines. This gave them extra
knowledge and insight into the process of how a lot of what is seen on screen today, such as shows and
music clips, are constructed and put together. Fascinated by all of this, it created great excitement and
enthusiasm in every class and the students each delivered an outstanding performance that both they and
we are all proud of.
Saltwater P-9 College’s Christmas Carols will be uploaded for viewing this coming Wednesday 16th December
through the students’ Schoolbox page for their individual classes.
We would also like to congratulate all the Year Six students for completing and overcoming such a
challenging final year here at Saltwater and in general. This year is a huge milestone for every single one of
you for all you’ve achieved along with the extra obstacles that you were faced with along the way. You all
should be so proud of yourselves as you did so well to stay focussed and dedicated to reach your set goals
and get through it all. The Performing Arts team would like to wish you the absolute very best for 2021 and
your journey ahead. We loved working with you all and look forward to celebrating your Year 6 Graduation
ceremony this coming Monday 14th December. May all you dreams and wishes come your way, and we
thank you for sharing 2020 with us all here at Saltwater.
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VISUAL ART NEWS

Welcome to our final installment to our Visual Art news for this year, and what a year it has been!
The first thing we would like to say is a huge thank you to all families for your support and
encouragement of your young artists during remote learning. Without your encouragement these
young students would have missed out on an integral part of their creative development this year.
Secondly, we would like to wish all our year 6 students the very best of luck for their graduation as
well as for their future. We will miss you dearly and hope you will drop by to visit some time.
As we approach the end of the year, we are crazy busy helping students in year 5 and 6 to refine
their chosen piece for the end of year online gallery. These students have been thinkers in
creating their Artist statements to explain to their audience their thoughts on their chosen piece.
In the meantime, we have been busy working in the Art studio with the students to start getting
into the festive spirit. This week students had the opportunity to create their own version of the
Ugly Christmas Sweater. We had lots of fun designing and implementing all our line, pattern and
colour skills development this term.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish Stella Nguyen the best of luck in her future
endeavours as she leaves us for the next phase of her professional journey. We will miss you
Stella and hope your new students cherish you as much as our students have.
Maria Nardo and Stella Nguyen
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS
On Thursday 26th November we held our annual Cross Country trials. Congratulations to the children who participated
this year. Unfortunately the children will not be able to go any further due to COVID-19 restrictions, however we would
like to acknowledge the huge effort they put into their running.
The top 4 children in each year level were:
Year 3:
Girls:
1st: Mila De Wet
2nd: Lily Hallett
3rd: Ange Del Rosario
4th: Dyani Hohepa-Cox

Boys:
1st: Ahmed Hoff
2nd : Heston Clark
3rd: Mathieijs McDougall
4th: Damien Martchenko
Year 4:

Girls:
1st: Tiara Hart-Wikaire
2nd: Nimrat Saini
3rd: Lexi Thomas-Holdsworth
4th: Laiba Jurail

Boys:
1st: Branson Botha
2nd: Shako Masudi
3rd: Lukas Elliott
4th: Xander Coetsee

Year 5:
Girls:
1st:Lily Otwan
2nd: Georgia Cameron
3rd: Annika Lalev
4th: Vanessa Mocko

Boys:
1st: Aidan Williams
2nd: Jakob Pandazopoulos
3rd: Mania Tai-Rameka
4th: Roy Biljoen
Year 6:

Girls:
1st: Simone Deen
2nd: Olivia Agwak
3rd: Nikiya Tolo
4th: Maddison Draper

Boys:
1st: Ben Sierra Perez
2nd: Chris Delimetros
3rd: Angus Walsh
4th: Zander Tanner

Congratulations to all of our place getters for being such risk takers and trying their best, well done everyone. We
would also like to announce our Year 6 Cross Country captains for 2020:
Girls: Ella Vrhovac and Olivia Agwak
Boys: Chris Delimetros and Ben Sierra Perez
Congratulations to all of these Year 6 children for their outstanding efforts in cross country since starting at Saltwater
College.
We would also like to take this time to remind all parents and students that the swim trials will be held on Monday 14th
December. If students could please remember to bring a pair of bathers, a towel and goggles with them. Good luck to
all of the trialists! We would also like to that this time to thank all of the school community for their help and support
during this difficult year. We hope you all have a great break, a wonderful Christmas and a happy New Year.
Kinds Regards,
Mr. Irons, Ms. Evans and Mr. Symmons
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SPANISH NEWS

Hola y bienvenidos a AguaSalada.
In the past weeks our students have been consolidating their Spanish language learning through
videos, music and games. In addition to these activities our classes have been using an exciting
web base learning tool named Kahoot.
• Kahoot! is a game-based learning platform that brings engagement and fun people at every
school year level, at work, and at home.

Kahoot is a great way to consolidate our Spanish
vocabulary learning in a collective and fun way.
https://kahoot.com/
Congratulation to our Spanish learning community at
Saltwater p-9 College.
Señor Pastén
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INTERVENTION NEWS
Wow, what a busy and eventful year we have
had! Our Intervention team are so incredibly
proud of all students who have attended
Intervention throughout the year. The amount
of growth displayed from students both
academically and socially is just amazing and it’s
fantastic that all their hard work and efforts
have paid off!
As we are coming into the final weeks of 2020,
we would like to thank parents and families for
their ongoing support throughout the year. It
has been challenging and unpredictable at
times, but most of all rewarding! The resilience
and enthusiasm displayed from students has
been absolutely outstanding and we are so
proud of them and how much they have
achieved despite the circumstances.
Our Intervention team would like to wish our
Saltwater Community a very Merry Christmas
and we hope you have happy and safe holidays.
We are looking forward to seeing you in the New
Year.
Rachael Cunningham
Intervention Teacher
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PHILOSOPHY, DEBATING AND WRITING ENRICHMENT

Prep

Through narrative writing, the Prep students have had a strong focus on characters (the
difference between good guys and bad guys) and also the setting. They used picture
prompts such as these to assist them in writing their own narratives.

Year One

Seeing as the Year One students have learnt in depth about paragraphs, editing
their writing and, goal setting they are now beginning to including dialogue in
their writing. They have begun to write short stories using story ideas. Below is
a snippet from some of the student’s stories and how they have included
dialogue in their writing.
The Magic Fairy on Top of the Tree
One day a fairy said sadly, “I wish I could move.” The next day she could move
but she was told this will only last for one day.
So she flew around the Christmas tree and made sure that all of the presents
weren't broken.
By Summer Ferraro
The Dizzy Reindeer
The reindeer was too dizzy to guide the sleigh. “Santa, I’m sorry I can’t fly the
sleigh tonight.” Santa was shocked, “What! Why are you so dizzy?”
“Ahhhh, I don’t know, can you please get someone else?”
Poor Santa had to get someone else to guide the sleigh on Christmas Eve.
By Jamie Ruleski
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Year Two & Three

Predicting, the difference between using ‘a’ or ‘and’ and exploring pronouns
and adjectives have all scaffolded the learning up to this next phase which is
editing work, the correct use of commas, referencing research within a text
and descriptive language.
Students have been exploring the different types of referencing and how we
can use this within our writing.
This is the guide that the Year two and Three students have referred to when
beginning to correctly reference research within their writing.

Author: Who is responsible for this work? ...
Date: When was the work published? ...
Title: What is the work called? ...
Source: Where can I find the work?

Year Four, Five & Six

Years Four, Five and Six have begun the learning journey of writing essays. They
have been exploring essay features and structure. Researching, discussing and
recoding notes about how to construct an essay and what to include. They
have also looked at referencing their research within the text to support their
essay writing. The Year Four, Five and Six
students have demonstrated a high level of maturity and commitment to their
learning throughout this term.

Diane Traianon
Enrichment Program
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NEWS FROM PREP
The end of the year is nearing and we couldn’t be prouder of our 2020 Prep students. This year may
have been disrupted, but the students attitude towards their learning remained strong. We are so
proud of all they have achieved and cannot wait to see them continue to grow on their learning
journey. We wish them all the best for next year, their future learning and hope they enjoy their last
remaining days in Prep.

READING

In Reading, the Prep students have been focusing on comprehension strategies when reading
different texts. They learnt that comprehension is the ability to understand something and when
reading a book, comprehension is understanding what they have read. They showed their
understanding in different ways such as retelling the text, sequencing events that occurred in the
story, answer different questions about the text, using their prior knowledge and inferencing skills
to solve questions.
Preps have also been revising different concepts they have learnt over the semester, an example
of this is student learning about non-fiction texts and the features included in these types of texts
such as: real
life images (photographs), contents page, labels and captions.

NUMERACY

Over the last fortnight in Maths, the students have been revising concepts taught throughout the
year. They have revisited concepts such as addition, subtraction, data and place value. In addition
to this, the students have been consolidating their counting goals and have explored number
patterns through skip counting. The students have enjoyed practicing the skill of skip counting by
10s, 5s, 2s and 3s using a range of materials.
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WRITING
In Writing, the Prep students have been introduced to the text type of letter writing. On December
1st,, some very special visitors from the North Pole joined us in our Prep classrooms. The students
were so excited to see the elves and learn all about them and their special job, so they decided to
write a letter to the elves in order to introduce themselves and ask some questions. Their letters
included a greeting, message, sign off and the date and all necessary features when writing a
letter. The students were also given the opportunity to write a letter to another very special
person, Santa Claus. It has been so lovely to see their faces light up as they write letters filled with
love, excitement and joy during this wonderful time of the year.

Reminders:

- School hats must be brought to school and worn when outside.
- iPads are to be brought to school every day, fully charged.
- Take home reader books are to be returned to school by the end of this week.
- Internal Transition Day is on Wednesday December 16th.
- School will be dismissed at 1:30 on the last day of term, Thursday December 17th .
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NEWS FROM YEAR ONE
Dear Year One families,
It’s a little crazy to think that this will be our final newsletter from Year One. What a year it has been!
To finish things off, we asked some our students to reflect on their Year One journey and share all of
the wonderful things they experienced in 2020.
Betty 1A
This year in Year One I loved learning about all the different things in Inquiry like how water works in
different countries. I am proud of myself because I survived remote learning. I love our school
because the uniform is very pretty. I am so excited to meet my new teacher for next year.
Dion 1B
My favourite thing about Year One was Maths. I love Saltwater College because we do Spanish, PE
and Art. I am so proud of myself this year because I have tried so hard to improve my writing. The
thing I am most excited about is meeting my new teacher and learning new things.
Jadeana 1C
I have loved this year in Year One because I made new friends, especially those who were caring. I
enjoyed Inquiry the most because I loved learning about Space and sharing my culture with my
friends. I love Saltwater College because the people surrounding me care for me and are kind.
Rachel 1D
My favourite thing in Year One was Writing, especially the lesson I was able to make a turtle. My
favourite lesson is Maths because I love solving problems. I am excited about next year and meeting
my new teacher.
Hannah 1E
This year in Year One I really loved learning Maths, especially the lessons where we were able to heft
different objects. I was very proud of myself because I was able to heft different things. My favourite
thing to do at school is to play outside with my friends. I am so excited to move into Year Two.
Isobel 1F
My favourite thing in Year One was learning about different cultures in Inquiry. I am so proud of
myself for trying my best. I love our school because it is nice and big. I am so excited to go into Year
Two next year because I look forward to learning more things.
Noel 1G
The best thing about Year one was having Miss V as my teacher and having all my friends. I am so
proud of myself for trying my hardest even when it was really hard. The best thing I’ve learnt in Year
One is everything about Space. I’m excited about making new friends next year.
Chait 1H
I have loved playing with my friends and having a great time with them. I really enjoyed writing in
class because Miss Conti taught me how to do my best and my writing improves everyday. I am
looking forward to next year because I want to be challenged in my learning.
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Wishing all of our Year One families a happy and
relaxing Christmas break. Thank you to you all for a
wonderful 2020!
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NEWS FROM YEAR TWO
Dear Year Two families,
After a highly unusual and eventful school year the end is fast approaching! We know that many of the
students are excited, exhausted and ready for a break. Therefore, it is important that we all keep promoting
a sense of calm, focus and compassion. We still have a week to go. While it is exciting, we need to be
principled and make sure we hold fast to the expectations in our Essential Agreements – so that every
member of our school community can have a happy, safe and productive final week of Year Two!
Unit of Inquiry
In Year Two, the students have been using the knowledge they have acquired during their final weeks of
Inquiry to 'take action' and work towards making a positive change in the world. Many of the students have
chosen to take action in an effort to reduce the amount of litter at Saltwater P-9 College and to reduce the
impacts this litter is having on the natural environment. The results of our Litter Survey demonstrated
conclusively that the greatest amount of litter at Saltwater P-9 College is the responsibility of the students
themselves, as it is food from home litter. This litter includes items from their lunches such as food
wrappers, fruit peels, yoghurt lids and bottle lids. The results of the survey are shown below:

Therefore, the students have been working on ways to encourage the greater student community to be
ethical and to make sure that they either reduce the amount of litter they create or put it in the bin where it
belongs.
Reading
In Year Two, the students have continued to investigate QAR
(Question Answer Relationship) questions with a focus on 'Think
and Search' questions and 'Author and Me' questions. 'Think and
Search' are questions where the answer is located across different
pages or paragraphs within the text or different language may
have been used. Examples of these include 'What are the main
ideas of the text?' In 'Author and Me' questions, the answer is not
directly stated in the text, students must use information they
have read in the text along with their prior knowledge and
experiences to answer the questions. Examples of these
include, 'What is the message the author is trying to give
readers?' and 'How were the characters feeling in the
text?' These are all questions that you can ask your child at home
after they have read a book. Students also worked on their
fluency with the continuation of 'Fluency Friday', Reader's Theatre
session. These weekly lessons are a highlight for the students as
they work in small groups to prepare, practise and then present a
script to the class.

Newsletter # 34

//

11 December 2020

NEWS FROM YEAR TWO
Writing
In Year Two, the students have been editing and revising their persausive letter to Saltwater College.
Students have been going over the importance of using the OREO structure when writing a persuasive
piece, as well as using time connectives such as 'Firstly' and 'Secondly' to organise their reasons. In
addition, the students have been continuing to practise their handwriting formation and pencil grip
through daily handwriting practise as a warm-up. The students have been reflective in choosing letters
that they feel that they need some more practise with. Then the letter is modelled to them by a teacher
and students begin practising.
Mathematics
In Year Two, the students have been working through mental maths
sheets where they have been practising their fluency and going over
different strategies that they have learnt throughout the year. Mental
Maths gives students the opportunity to explain their way of thinking
and demonstrate to their peers different ways to solve one equation.
Christmas doors and decorations
In Year Two, we have been busy getting into the Christmas spirit and
creating our Christmas doors for each of our classrooms. The students
were able to contribute their ideas and assist in creating the artwork.
We are all very excited to celebrate Christmas within our classrooms.

Reminders:
• Please make sure to drop off and pick-up students at the correct gate. Year Two students enter and
leave the school from the pedestrian gate near the school carpark on Carrick Street. Siblings however
may enter and exit from the same gates.
• Please remind your child of the importance of good hygiene practices – washing their hands,
sneezing/coughing into their arms, not sharing food, etc.
• Please remind your child to bring a full water bottle and their hat to school each day, especially as the
weather is getting warmer.
• Please return signed local excursion notices ASAP to your child's classroom teacher.
Kind regards,
The Year Two Team - Mr McIntyre, Miss Bratby, Miss Nardella, Miss Gatt, Miss Vines & Mrs Traianon
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NEWS FROM YEAR THREE
Dear Year Three families,
Who can believe we have reached our final newsletter for 2020?
We have had so much fun rehearsing our Christmas carols over the last two weeks and we cannot wait to
show families the final product on Wednesday the 16th of December. Please make sure you check School
Box for the video!
There is no doubt that this year has been full of challenges, however, as a teaching team we have been so
proud of the Year Three students and the resilience and determination they have shown in light of this. In
the second half of the year, we have seen students develop as thinkers who apply their knowledge and
complete tasks independently. We have seen them be caring and principled learners who look out for their
classmates and offer support when needed and we have watched them become reflective learners who
understand their strengths and weaknesses and identify learning goals to move forward.
Reading and Writing
Over the past two weeks, students have been revisiting their favourite text types from the year, including
narrative writing and poetry. They have had the chance to construct haiku, acrostic and alliteration poems
about the holiday season and use their creative thinking skills to reimagine Christmas texts such as ‘The
Polar Express’ and explore the meaning behind the holiday season.
Mathematics
In Mathematics, students have continued to investigate the strategies behind multiplication questions and
the way we can apply these to solve worded problems. They have now discovered the strategies for the 0s,
1s, 2s, 4s, 5s, 10s and 11 timetables and are working to build fluency by answering as many sums as
possible through our weekly three-minute challenge.
Inquiry
Students are now reaching the ‘taking-action’ stage of the inquiry cycle for our ‘Sharing The Planet’ unit.
Last week they looked at different environmental images and completed a ‘See, Think, Wonder’ analysing
the hidden messages behind the images and generating wonderings about our environment. They are now
drawing upon all the information they have gathered from the unit to create a campaign, showcasing ways
we, as individuals and a collective community, can take-action and work towards protecting our
environment by creating a more sustainable future. Students have developed their campaigns, starting
with a brainstorm, identifying their intended audience and then using storyboards to map the different
stages of their video. They are now working on adapting this brainstorm into a final product using iMovie.
Reflecting on 2020:
As the year draws to a close, we have spent time reflecting with the students and identifying the highlights
of 2020. Please enjoy a few student reflections on the next page.
Finally, we would like to thank all Year Three families for your support, patience and understanding this
year. It has been a pleasure to work with you all and support your children in achieving their learning goals.
We wish you all a safe and happy holiday season and all the best for the new year.
Kind regards,
Matt Hart, Abigail D’Souza, Emily Goegan and James Peterson
Year Three Teaching Team
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Reflections from Year Three - 2020
What has been your highlight of 2020?
• “My 2020 highlight was remote learning. I always helped my classmates and it made me happy” – Sienna
3A
• “My highlight was remote learning. I kind of enjoyed it but sometimes I didn’t. I learnt a lot in Maths,
especially in measurement.” – Mahika 3A
• “We loved building the rollercoasters for Inquiry and participating in the Athletics Carnival and Cross
Country” – 3B
• “This year I have enjoyed a lot of things. The main thing is I have learnt a lot and have made a lot of
friends. I have had the chance to help my classmates and run support groups which I have always wanted
to do. I got to be in control of my own learning and I was able to do extension activities and classes. I
think I tried my best this year and I think I have done a good job.” – Johan 3C
• “This year I have enjoyed Inquiry, because I love learning about the environment and what is going on in
the world. We have been able to do experiments and fun activities which I love.” – Riley 3C
• ”I have enjoyed doing fun projects in Inquiry and presenting my learning.” – Xinyan 3C
• “I enjoyed the Christmas Carols and the brand new friends I have made.” – Parsa 3D
• “In Year Three I enjoyed doing activities and games like number trails. I also enjoyed making posters and
pairing up for posters or games. Working in pairs is so much fun!” – Hannah 3D
What will you miss about Year Three?
• “I will definitely miss my friends if they’re not in the same class as me next year and my class, especially
Mr Hart and the Year Three teachers and the class library!” – Sienna 3A
• “I will miss my whole class and Mr. Hart and all the Year Three teachers too. I will miss the classroom
library and all the fun we have had! I wonder who my Year Four teacher will be?” – Mahika 3A
• “I will miss my friends and my teacher” – Johan 3C
• “I will miss the Inquiry lessons in Year Three and the different types of writing we have done like
explanation texts, procedures and narratives.” – Riley 3C
• “One of the things I will miss about Year Three is Mr Peterson and all the fun work we completed this
year. I really loved the volcano so I will definitely miss that. I will also miss my friends from 3D, but I know
I will make a bunch of new friends next year.” – Parsa 3D

Newsletter # 34

//

11 December 2020

NEWS FROM YEAR FOUR
We have made it! What a year 2020 has been for us all.
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas with all
students preparing for the school carols which will look
slightly different this year. The end of the year is the
perfect time to reflect on the year that it was. We faced
many challenges and uncertainty however together we
were able to come together as a community. All
students should be congratulated for their
achievements and efforts. Below are some memories
and experiences from students about the year that was.
We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable break and look
forward to seeing you in the bright new year.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Year Four Team
As you may know Covid-19 has affected our
personal life. Since restrictions were lifted, at
Saltwater a lot of amazing stuff has happened over
the past term. We had book week which was fun to
see what people would wear and how creative
people can get. We also had a chance to dress up
for Halloween.
We all had conferences and for me, conferences
are a big part of my learning because I want to
show the best work I’ve done. I believe I went
pretty well. I had a few ups and downs but over all
it was good.
End of year production was fun to watch. It was
amazing to see.
By Sebastian
4A
I started at Saltwater in the middle of a pandemic. Before I knew it, I had to learn very quickly how to log onto
Webex and use Schoolbox. I logged on for the first time and there was all these unfamiliar faces staring back
at me. There were more than I expected. This was not a challenge for me as I began to make new friends. It
was even more exciting when I got to see them in person.
I have had an amazing time this term by being part of some activities at Saltwater. I was able to be a part of
the Dreamwalker production where I spent countless hours practising. Now we prepare for the end of year
carols. At the start I wasn’t too keen on it but now I am excited to be filming. I have also participated in others
activities such as the cross country and swimming trials.
These are some of my amazing memories from this year.
By Ruby R
4A
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As 2020 comes to an end of what will be a year to remember, we would like to thank everyone
for their efforts, resilience, and commitment. This year has been like no other, but it proves
what we can accomplish if we support one another.
Unit of Inquiry - How We Express Ourselves
Over the last couple of weeks, the students have been applying their independent research
skills as they inquired into a social issue that sparked their interest. Students took agency over
their learning and through the key concept of form, explored different art mediums and artists
who specialise in that medium. Creatively, they presented their research in many different
forms including but not limited to; websites, PowerPoints and Mind Maps. Taking action and
presenting their social issue in a creative way, students took inspiration from their chosen
medium to design an art piece that represented their issue. We were blown away by the
creativity of their designs. We saw everything from sculptures, graffiti shirts, dances, canvas
art, clay and photography.
On Wednesday the 9th of December, the Year Five students opened their classrooms and
invited all classes to come see their art presentations. It was amazing to see how respectful
students were whilst observing and communicating their knowledge. We hope that all
students enjoyed seeing all our hard work and learnt about issues that affect us all.
Student Reflections
Marcus 5A- I chose to investigate a social issue of racism because it's all over the news in
America and it happens all over the world. It makes me feel disappointed that people are
being targeted because of their skin colour. Through my research, I learned that the media
plays a big role in communicating how people feel and what we see. I chose to represent my
issue by creating a T-shirt that clearly communicates 'Black Lives Matter". By creating this Tshirt, I hope people will stop and think about their actions and come together for peace.
Hala 5A- I was interested to investigate into pollution and the effect it has on our oceans and
marine life. Through my research, I learned that there was a huge number of animals killed
due to people littering and not caring about their actions. I chose to create a Paper Mache
shell that models a baby tortoiseshell. This expresses the way that sea animals die and that
may lead to extinction.
Year 5 Sports Day
On Thursday 10 December, the year 5 cohort walked down to our local community reserve.
The four classes split up into 8 teams and boy was the competition on. Students worked
collaboratively and respectfully in order to win bragging rights for the day. They competed in
games such as Bootball, Capture the flag and Scatterball. It was a fun afternoon, and a great
way for our students to celebrate the end of our year.
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NEWS FROM YEAR SIX
Unit of inquiry: How We Express Ourselves
Inquiry
As we approach the end of the school year, we are wrapping up our final Unit of
Inquiry on our ‘Passion Projects’. It has been incredibly pleasing and interesting to see
the students taking ownership over their learning and finalising their finished products
that will be displayed at graduation.
In our classrooms, we have been working hard on our individualised goals in
preparation for Secondary School.
Students are working hard to complete their Visual Communications projects that will
be displayed on the school website. Stay tuned for the exciting launch of the student
led website.
Below are some students’ reflections on their Passion:
We have been working hard on our dance routine for our Passion Project. It’s been a
bit difficult trying to put the choreography together because we both have different
styles, however the more we practise, the more in sync we are getting.
Mila & Angelina 6C
We are following our Passion’s of Music for our project. We’ve been working hard
together to produce a quality final piece. At the beginning it was difficult matching the
lyrics and beats together. We feel like we have accomplished a lot during our
rehearsals and can’t wait to finish our piece.
Chanty, Deeksha & Giema 6C
Although this year has been a challenging one and a lot of the fun events we had
scheduled were revised, we still had some great moments. Students from 6B wrote
about their favourite memories, as we reflect on this year:
My favourite memory this year would have to be the ‘AO Lang Pho’ show at the Art
Centre in Melbourne. It was a show about the Vietnamese culture and how it has
changed over time. It included bamboo, flips, parkour.
Luca 6B
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At the start of the year, my class went to the Williamstown Beach and completed a
series of tasks. We were in groups and practised life saving, paddle boarding, CPR,
beach running and lots of fun things. We even had to wear our PJs in the pool to
practise what to do if we fell in the water fully clothed.
Matlida 6B
My favourite moment was when we all came back to the classroom and were able
to see each other and our teachers. We were able to learn at school instead of
online. We were really happy to see our friends and all our teachers at school
again.
Kashish 6B
Reminders:
Graduation: Monday 14th December
Last day of school: Thursday 17th December – 1:30pm dismissal
Curriculum day: 18thDecember
Please remember to bring your hats for recess and lunchtime

