A NOTE FROM LEADERSHIP
Monday 8 March
Labour Day Holiday -no school

We are now more than halfway through Term One, with only four
weeks left before students are on their first school holidays for
2021.

Wednesday 17 March
Year 3 and 4 Athletics

Assembly

Wednesday 24 March
5/6 District Inter School Sports

This week we welcomed the Prep students to their first assembly
at Saltwater. It was very exciting to have them join us and be part
of our weekly assemblies. The smiles on the students faces that
received awards this week were priceless.

Thursday 25 and Friday 26
School Photos
Thursday 1 April
Last Day of Term One - 2.30
dismissal
Monday 19 April
First Day of Term Two

Year Three and Four Athletics Carnival
The Year Three and Four students will be participating in the
annual Saltwater College Athletics Carnival on Wednesday 17
March 2021. The carnival will be held at the Vic Uni Werribee
Athletics track in Hoppers Lane, Werribee.
Children are expected to wear their school sports uniform and
their house colour T-shirt, including their school hat and a jacket
for inclement weather. Children will need to bring adequate and
appropriate lunch, snacks and drinks.
Each child will participate in events throughout the day. Parents
are more than welcome to come and support on the day.

SALTWATER P-9 COLLEGE NEWSLETTER
Junior School Council
We are very excited to have our first Junior School Council up and running
at Saltwater College! Led by one of our Year One classroom teachers,
Miss Chloe Danaher, we have Junior School Council (JSC) representatives
from each class from Years 1-6.
It wasn’t an easy process, students were asked to: unpack what it would
mean to be a JSC, nominate themselves and present a speech to their
peers before being voted for by their classmates. We would like to
acknowledge all of those students who were risk takers and applied for
the role of JSC, all should be very proud. We would also like to
congratulate those who were successful and embrace these aspiring
young leaders as they contribute their student voice and agency to our
whole school community.
This is already underway after their very first meeting in which JSC began
to define their role and mission within the school. We value student voice
and opinion and therefore had our JSCs complete a feedback protocol to
share their views on what our school is doing well/what they love about
our school as well as areas they think our school could improve on. They
also tackled big issues such as the space we have available to students in
the yard during recess and lunchtimes, due to the current construction
work and respecting our school environment. They have offered
suggestions such as themed lunch clubs, writing to local council to allow
us to use nearby land in the interim, allocating break time monitors, new
and specific signage for our toilets and strategies for keeping our yard
clean.
They are also looking ahead to begin planning whole school celebrations and events. So, watch this
space as Harmony Day, Easter and sporting events are in discussion at the moment.
Congratulations to our 2021 JSCs
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SALTWATER P-9 COLLEGE NEWSLETTER
Jim Kinniburgh-Literacy Consultant
We have been very fortunate to have Jim Kinniburgh, a former principal and
Literacy Consultant work with both the teachers and the students during the
term.
The Prep classes were very excited to have Jim come into their classroom and
use his puppets to retell the story, ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle.
After the retell students where asked to draw something from the story and
then write about the story. All students drew a picture and wrote a sentence
about their drawing. It was great to see all the children having a go at writing.
Jim also spent time working with the staff at Saltwater where he conducted a
workshop that all teachers attended. The focus of this workshop was about
the use of mentor texts to teach the writing craft.
Mentor texts are written pieces that serve as an example of good writing for
student writers. The texts are read for the purpose of studying the author’s
craft, or the way the author uses words in a specific way and structures the
writing. The goal is to provide students a model they could emulate in
crafting their own piece. All books, passages, poetry, chapters, or songs could
all serve as mentor texts. So too could a letter, email, film script, or comic
strip, depending on the context under which the mentor text is being used.
A good mentor text will be something student writers can read (individually
or as a group) to identify techniques and approaches used by the writer. They
will then discuss why those approaches were effective, and integrate what
they learned from this process into their own writing. A mentor text
will show, not just tell, students how to write well, and allow them to envision
the kind of writer they can be as they develop their skills (Dorfman &
Cappelli, 2017).
Research findings indicate that using mentor texts as part of
comprehensive writing instruction can result in students improving as
writers.
District Swimming Sports
We are very proud of the 28-member Saltwater College Swimming Team
who competed at the Point Cook District Swimming Sports on the 4 March
at the Werribee Outdoor Pool. The students participated in various
swimming races such as freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke, butterfly and
relays. The team made our school proud by doing their best in all events
and supporting one another during the day. Overall, Saltwater College
finished in third place (of the nine schools in our District).
Gramatiki Alexiou
Prep Leading Teacher

STUDENT WELLBEING
As Rachael and I (Aileen) are unfamiliar faces to the students, we decided to visit
some classroom to introduced ourselves. For the next couple of weeks, I will be
joining each classroom to participate in a fun activity. So far, I have played UNO with
the Year Six and read, the book, ‘Feelings’ with Prep and Year Two classes. Preps
were exceptional at identifying different emotions (happy, sad, angry, pleased,
nervous, calm) and making the faces/sounds that go with each of the emotions.
I had discussions with the students to see their understanding of what a
psychologist role is. Older classes were very knowledgeable about what a school
psychologist would do and how to they would go about seeking support.
Part of my discussions with the students was to reflect on ‘THE ZONES OF
REGULATION’ within the classroom and how helpful this resource is for teaching
children about emotional regulation.
For parents who may be interested in delving more deeply into the Zones of
Regulations, there’s an online guide that you can access which can help with the
following areas: how to create a zones check in, `at home and there is also an app
available (this is at a cost) that maybe helpful resources for parents who want to
support their children’s emotional regulation learning at home.
If you want more information please don’t hesitate to contact either myself or
Rachael.
Rachael and Aileen
Wellbeing Team

PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS
The students at Saltwater College have continued to be involved in various sporting activities
in the school gym, at Saltwater Swimming School (Point Cook) and at Williamstown Beach
over the first half of Term One, 2021.
Year 5/6 Beach Program
Our Year 5/6’s ventured to Williamstown Beach on Monday (22nd of February) to complete the
first of three Beach Program Education sessions. A lot of fun was had, at both the
Williamstown Swimming and Lifesaving Club’s pool, as well as in the beach on the day.
Students took part in a range of activities including: beach safety, pool safety, correct use of
boogie boards and rescue boards, swimming activities and beach flags.

Saltwater College Swimming Team
The last squad training session for our 30 member Saltwater College Swimming Team was
held on Tuesday (2nd of March) in preparation for the upcoming District Swimming Sports.
We would like to wish our swimming team the best of luck at the District Swimming Sports,
which will be held on the 4th of March, 2021 at the Werribee Outdoor Pool: Hanna Krause,
Annika Lalev, Lana Van Der Westhuzen, Vanessa Mocko, Polina Strigevsky, Ruby Raudino,
Olivia Chapman, Nieke de Wet, Skye Nielson, Maddison He, Moria Strigevsky, Mikayla
McBroom, Caat Steeman, Xinyan Guo, Mikayla Reid, Roy Biljoen, Devan Nambiar, Demien
Van Ray, Aahil Shaik, Manaia Tai-Ramaka, Aaryaman Bose, Jakob Pandazopoulos, Parv
Sharma, Harrison Penny, Lincoln Norgate, Michael Scrutton, Riley Huntly, Sam King, Max
Walsh and Marcus Ng.
We know our swimming captains Hanna Krause (6D), Lana Van Der Westhuzen (6C), Roy
Biljoen (6C) and Devan Nambiar (6A) will lead the squad to do their very best on the day. We
would again like to send our thanks to Anna and Lizzy (from the school’s canteen) for
preparing breakfast for the team after each of our morning training sessions J

PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS
Year Six 2021 House Captains
It is with great pleasure that we introduce you to our elected Year Six House Captains for
2021. Our Year Six Captains excitedly accepted their leadership badges during a special
presentation at our last assembly, pledging to lead our school throughout 2021.
Congratulations and well done to the following students who were elected:
ORANGE - Kyle Vander-Kuyp
Jahzarriah Williams (6B) and Brooklyn Hanita-Paki (6A)
TEAL- Cathy Freeman
Thasneem Mohammed Asif (6A) and Marcus Harding (6D)
GOLD – Adam Goodes
Annika Lalev (6C) and Aaryaman Bose (6B)
RED – Evonne Goolagong
Lillyann Otwan (6C) and Manu Smith (6B)
We look forward to their contributions in supporting the Saltwater students and the wider
community.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS
Overview
After establishing our Physical Education Essential Agreements and class expectations;
students across the school have been focused on the following skills/activities during their
P.E. sessions over the past fortnight:
Grades 5/6 – Invasion games and revision of various athletics events
Grades 3/4 – Introduction to high jump and shot put
Grades 1/2 – Tagging games and revision of dribbling
Preps – Rules and expectations of PE, tagging games, throwing and catching
Upcoming Dates
Please find a list of important upcoming PE dates for Term One:
•
•
•
•
•

Continuation of the Year 5/6 Beach Program at Williamstown Beach – March 1 and
March 15, 2021
District Swimming Sports at the Werribee Outdoor Pool – March 4
Year 3/4 Cross Country – March 9
Year 5/6 Cross Country – March 10
Year 3/4 Athletics at the Werribee Athletics Track – March 17

Kelleigh Evans, Matt Symmons and Paul Taylor
Physical Education Teachers

VISUAL ART NEWS
Welcome to another fortnightly update of our Visual Art news.
Over the last couple of weeks our Prep students have been
learning about how we classify colours into Primary and
Secondary colours and how these colours can be split into
warm and cool colours. The older students have been focusing
on observational drawing skills. Students in Year 1/2 have been
focusing on the work of Australian artist Margaret Preston who
is known for her colourful floral prints. Students have been
researchers by finding a flower that is important in their
cultural background so they can learn to draw it by observing.
Students then attempted to draw their flower and received
feedback on how they could improve their image. They were
resilient and open minded in completing several attempts at
their floral drawings.
The Year 3/4 students have been focusing on another
Australian artist, Pete Cromer. Cromer focuses on Australian
fauna in his artwork. He uses painting and collage to create his
pieces. Students used Cromer’s work as their inspiration and
then researched an animal of cultural relevance so they could
also create observational drawings. The idea behind this
research is to allow students’ to express their voice using their
own knowledge as well as have agency over the work they are
completing which tends to keep them engaged.
Year 5/6 students have been focusing on colour and how to use
monochromatic colours to create value scales ready for their
final piece. They have been encouraged to be principled in
completing pre-work each week using Schoolbox so that when
they enter the class for their Visual Art lesson they are able to
start on their practical work as opposed to going over the
theory and techniques in class time.
Can we please request that students bring an art smock, old tshirt or shirt, to Visual Art to protect their uniform while
painting. We look forward to another fruitful and colourful
fortnight where all year levels continue on their final project for
this term.

VISUAL ART NEWS
This week we would like to take the opportunity to introduce our newest
member to the Visual Arts team Nishani Sooknandan who will be teaching the
students on Timetable A.

Hi there!
My name is Nishani Sooknandan and I am very excited to work at your lovely
school and be a part of the Saltwater College family. I have a Masters Degree
in Experiential and Creative Arts Therapy and Practice, Bachelors Degrees in
Applied Science and Education and completed Post Graduate studies in
Psychological Counselling and Positive Psychology.
I have been actively involved in the field of Art education, student
engagement and student welfare for many years and am enthusiastic about
helping my students become the best version of themselves.
I am also an abstract expressionist artist and a Creative Arts Therapist who is
also passionate about wellbeing, welfare and enabling people to express
themselves through all aspects of the Arts.
I love music, dancing, spending time in nature and of course creating and
selling my own artworks. I look forward to teaching your children this year
and meeting you at parent teacher conferences and this year’s art exhibition,
where I will be displaying your children’s creative work. If you need to contact
me regarding your child’s progress in Art, please don’t hesitate to send me an
email or leave a message at reception.. I will be offering, later in the year,
some Art Therapy classes. Looking forward to developing a positive
relationship with you and the Saltwater Community.

SPANISH NEWS

Hola Agua Salada!
Our goal for Term One in Spanish is for students to be excited about learning and
communicating in a new language. During the past weeks the students continue to develop
the ability to adapt to new situations and demonstrate the attributes of the IB learner profile.
Learning a second language involves taking risks and our students have really risen to the
challenge.

As the students engage in different learning activities involving music, body-movement,
vocabulary games, and role-playing, they will be hearing and producing authentic Spanish
language.
In Term One our students have been practising how to:
•
•
•
•

Introduce themselves to build relationships,
Recognise primary colours,
Greet and farewell the teacher and their friends, based on the time of the day,
Become familiar with the Spanish alphabet.

And remember that you are all welcomed to visit this website to learn, practise and increase
your Spanish vocabulary.
Rockalingua. https://rockalingua.com/user User name: saltwater.
Adios.
Señor Pastén

Password: uno

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
As we begin the Autumn season the Performing Arts timetable and extension programs are all full steam
ahead. Students are coming in eager, focussed, and driven in their quest to help better their skills,
knowledge and insight in their chosen area of the arts.
In the Music classroom, students have continued to build on the topic of mnemonics, with the primary
objective of working well as a group. Our exercise in memorising and reciting the passage “I want a proper
cup of coffee” showed the students the difference between “repetition” and “proper practice”. The
students were able to discern that by practicing without correcting any errors, they were just repeating
the error until it became a habit. However, if they applied proper practice, where the error was corrected
at the moment it was done, they established a habit with no errors and at the highest quality. Many of the
students are now applying this to everything they do outside of Music (ie how they behave in class, and
how they treat other students). The students have now formed their little ensembles that will perform
their selected musical pieces at the end of Term One. They have been encouraged to conduct their own
inquiry-based investigations as to the best way to practice and perform their works. Over the coming
weeks, the students will start to discover how their individual dynamics will influence the dynamics of the
ensemble.
Meanwhile, the Vocal Extensions Group have commenced their weekly lessons, identifying their voice
types and practicing working as an ensemble. We have been exploring different ways to produce vocal
tones through the different vowels and pitch and developing strategies to ensure we are blending our
voices. Although we have not yet been advised by the Victorian State School Spectacular of our repertoire,
we are starting to learn songs that are challenging us to sing in parts. This week, we have been learning
the song “One” from the musical “A Chorus Line”. We plan to present this at assembly before the end of
Term One. It is clear that this year’s Vocal Extensions Group has set a very high bar for themselves, and
their determination is resulting in a very high quality of performance that they should all be very proud of.

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
In Dance the Preps and Year One’s have settled into their classes extremely well and are becoming
more and more confident with their approach, focus and understanding of what’s expected on a
weekly basis. They are allowing themselves to be risk takers and explore movement and directions
in a different way that they normally wouldn’t do in every day activities. We have been focussing
on building up their body awareness and control through the warm up process, while encouraging
them to take the lead through a series of questions that prompts thoughts, actions, and answers
along the way. This is helping the students to become more observant in the directions given and
proactive in the actions taken, all the while encouraging them to embrace any mistakes along the
way, for that is how they learn what the correct answers or actions may be. This has helped the
students become more accepting, comfortable, and confident with their enquiries and their
approach to the tasks set out.
We have also continued to add onto their dance routine that everyone is currently working on
collectively to perform at assembly at the end of the term. This has been a great exercise for
everyone to do as a class and team, as it helps the students take responsibility for their actions
and each other while building and activating their memory along the way. It also has classes
joining forces to practice together enabling students to work with others outside their normal
classroom environment.
The Dance Extension program has also seen it’s first introduction lesson take place with everyone
coming together for the first time for 2021. We’ve started off with getting everyone reconnected
to the dance studio, their new team, body control, awareness and the warm up process. We also
worked on body placement and foundation, addressing the difference between tension and
intensity in movement and the cause and effect from their actions and approach towards it. We
addressed maintaining balance through the correct foot placing and how it impacts their stability
and control when their foundation isn’t set right to help better their overall performance. We will
be focussing our energy and rehearsals on a dance extension performance for assembly soon!

INTERVENTION/EXTENSION NEWS
We have had a great few weeks with the year three students in
Tutoring, working with them in small groups on some of the
mathematics and Language concepts. Focusing on language
conventions such as plurals, suffixes and spelling and
pronunciation of long and short vowel sounds. Students have
enjoyed our lessons, which have often included some catch
rhymes and rules, as well as hands on activities to cement their
learning. For numeracy sessions, we have worked together on
understanding the worded questions and avoiding answers aimed
to distract us, while focusing on probability, place value,
visualising 3D shapes and relationships, as well as money
concepts.
It has been wonderful to see all the
breakthroughs with students and the
value of the small focused hands-on
learning. Students have thrived in
the smaller environment, and we
look forward to working with even
more students!

NEWS FROM PREP
Dear Prep parents and families,
Our Prep students have continued to make a very positive start to
school. We would like to extend a warm welcome to all new
families who have recently joined us and we hope your child/ren
are having as much fun as we are teaching them! Can all parents
ensure their child/ren bring their hat/s to school and make sure it
is clearly labelled. It is students responsibility to ensure they are
taking care of their possessions whilst at school and if a hat is
lost, parents will need to go to the school administration desk to
see if it has been handed in. Any hats that are handed in to
teachers will be placed in the child’s locker for collection the
following day.
In Reading, the Preps have continued working through the first
20 days. We have been exploring: predicting - before, during
and after reading and concepts about print such as: how to
hold a book, to read from left to right, front cover, back cover,
title page, author and illustrator. The Preps have been inquiring
into the IB learner profiles through different types of books
which have then formed our classroom Essential Agreements.
In Writing, the Preps have been using mentor texts to
investigate how words work in sentences and how authors
write. They have been unpacking beautiful language and high
frequency words within the mentor texts. We are continuing to
practise letter formations and how to write our names.

In Mathematics, the Preps have continued
exploring numbers in different ways and have
expanded their number knowledge by explaining
their reasoning on the different ways we can
represent a number using the ‘Launch, Explore and
Discuss’ model. They have been exposed to
positional language such as behind, next to, far,
left, right, above and in front.

NEWS FROM PREP
The PYP (Primary Years Program) develops
young students as caring, active participants
in a lifelong journey of learning. Through its
inquiry led, transdisciplinary framework, the
PYP challenges students to think for
themselves and take responsibility for their
learning as they explore local and global
issues in real-life contexts. Throughout the
year, students will inquire into a central idea
and lines of inquiry for each transdisciplinary
theme in an engaging environment. There are
six transdisciplinary themes, our Prep
students will be covering four this year.
To kick start the term, the Preps this week
will begin their first unit of inquiry. This unit
will explore the Transdisciplinary Theme:
‘How the world works’. Students will develop
the Enduring Understanding (Central Idea)
that ‘Living things have unique requirements
and may change over time’. This week
students will be exposed to viewings by David
Attenborough which will allow them to
explore their curiosity. The Prep students are
enthusiastic to be starting their first unit of
inquiry.

Reminders

• Students are expected to bring their satchel to school EVERY DAY,
• Homework will continue on a weekly basis,
• Take Home Readers will be changed on a weekly basis. Students MUST
return the previous weeks books to receive new ones each Monday,
• Hats are to be worn when outside for the whole of Term One and Term Four –Please
ensure hats are clearly labelled,
• Please ensure to put sunscreen on your child before arriving at school,
• If you have not yet taken your child’s iPad to be configured, please do so as soon as
possible,
• Students will begin using their iPads in Week Five,
• All clothing MUST be named.

NEWS FROM YEAR ONE
Dear Year One families,
What a whirlwind the past two weeks have been! From a snap lockdown to back at school all within one week,
the Year Ones have shown outstanding resilience and open-minded behaviour throughout this time. All Year
One students have further settled into classroom routine and are continuing to display appropriate behaviour
both inside and outside of the classroom. During the remote learning, students enjoyed engaging in our activity
matrix, saying it was fun and easy to follow. We are so proud of our Year One risk-takers who continue to
challenge their learning across all areas.
Unit of Inquiry
In Inquiry, the Year Ones have now completed exploring and investigating all the different attributes of the
Learner Profile. Classes were able to then use this knowledge to create and design their own class’ Essential
Agreement. The students showed fabulous communication skills when coming up with the different ways they
will show each attribute in their own class. This has been a fabulous experience to develop student voice and
ownership, by collectively and collaboratively deciding what they want their classroom’s Essential Agreement to
be. Each Year One class then went on to design and create a display to symbolise their Essential Agreement
with every student of the class individually signing the agreement to acknowledge their pacts to adhere to how
we operate in a classroom. We can’t wait to share them with families shortly!
Reading
In Reading, the Year Ones have enjoyed exploring the short and long vowel sounds in their classrooms. Grades
have begun to breakdown the different elements of an effective prediction during whole class and individual
reading. As the weeks have progressed, the students are now displaying a range of different strategies to assist
them in decoding unknown words. Our classes have been very excited to start their take home readers last
week. Students have been displaying some exceptionally principled behaviour with their nightly reading.
Writing
In Writing, the Year Ones have continued to explore the process of a recount and how to include added detail
to their writing. They have begun to investigate and use different prompts to aid and assist their descriptive
writing based off hands on experiences within their writing sessions. The Year Ones are continuing to improve
their letter formation on the dotted thirds through our weekly handwriting sessions. Students are continuing to
challenge their writing abilities by actively using their class’s word walls to assist them in spelling unknown
words as well as being risk takers by first, thinking about the sounds in words on their own.
Mathematics
In Mathematics, the students have continued to engage and explore open-ended maths tasks designed to
challenge and expand their mathematical thinking patterns. The Year Ones are developing their awareness of
the mathematical materials they have in their class to reinforce their visual representations when solving their
problems.
Just a few reminders as we head into the middle of this term:
• Students still must bring a full bottle of water as they will not be allowed to use the taps at school or refill at
the taps.
• iPads are to be brought to school EVERY DAY and fully charged.
• Any children who are ill or present ill like symptoms should not attend school.
• This term students MUST wear hats. If you are missing uniform items, please always check lost property in
the Admin building.
Thank you,
The Year One Team

NEWS FROM YEAR ONE
NEWS FROM YEAR ONE

NEWS FROM YEAR TWO
Dear Year Two families,
We’re now half-way through Term One and what a busy few weeks we have had. All teachers are extremely
proud of how well students handled our short period of remote learning and the resilience and positive
attitude shown towards their learning is to be commended. A big congratulations are in order for all of the
students who have been chosen by their peers as their class Junior School representative. We were so happy
to see so many students being risk-takers and reading their speeches to their peers. We encourage all
students to continue to run for these positions in the future. All Year Two classes have now finalised their
Essential Agreements and will be on display in our classrooms from this week. We are also in the process of
completing our NAPLAN tests and homework will begin this week.
Reading
In Year Two we have been focusing on using our good reader strategies when attempting to read unknown
words. We have begun guided reading groups within our reading sessions each day to conference with
students in small groups and build upon their reading skills. Take home readers started last week. Students
will each borrow two take home readers each week and are encouraged to read for at least 20 minutes every
night and fill out their reading log in their homework book.
Writing
In Writing, the Year Two students have been planting lots of 'Writing Seeds' in their Writer's Notebook.
These include the students' favourite memories, favourite colours and using their five senses and observing
the world around them. This enables the students to brainstorm a list of ideas which they can then later use
to further develop as other writing text types such as Narratives and persuasive writing. To build upon their
Writing stamina, the students have been practising quick writes using picture and worded prompts. This
allows students to experiment with how they can write different stories. Afterwards, students are
encouraged to read their quick writes in front of the whole class to practics their presentation skills. In
addition, the students will continue to explore the Writing Process by Prewriting (Planning), Drafting, Editing
and Revising, Teacher Conferencing and then Publishing their Writing. This helps to develop the students'
writing craft skills.

NEWS FROM YEAR TWO
Mathematics
In Year Two, the students have continued to utilise the
Mathematics lesson model of Warm up, Launch, Explore,
Discuss, Explore, Discuss and Reflection. It has been wonderful
to see the students being brave communicators and confident
risk-takers when coming to the front of the class and discussing
on the board what strategy they had used and why. This is
practising the students' Mathematical reasoning when justifying
their used strategy as well as their fluency and understanding of
the worded Mathematics question asked. After Ruby from 2C
shared her grouped tally marks strategy, she said, "I got to
show the class how I answered the question and I felt so
excited!"
To further develop the students' conceptual understanding of
Mathematics, we have been utilising the RUCSAC model:
Read the question
Understanding what the question is asking
Choosing the strategy to use
Solving the problem
Finding the Answer
Checking their work.
Students have done a great job at using this
approach to help them read and understand
worded problems.

Reminders:
- As we are a SunSmart school, it is important that students are bringing their hats to school every day
throughout Term One, as they will need them when playing outside at recess and lunch times.
- Please encourage students to bring their water bottles to school every day, especially as the weather is still
quite warmer.
- Students are encouraged to bring some food for 'brain break' times during class. These foods can include fruit,
vegetables or yoghurt.
- If students have not yet brought in their books and stationery, they are encouraged to continue bringing them
into class with them to ensure they have access to the correct materials and resources needed throughout
different lessons.
- Take home reader satchels need to be brought to school each day. Homework books must be handed in on
Fridays and students may change their books every Monday.
Kind regards,
The Year Two Team - Mr McIntyre, Miss Bratby, Miss Nardella, Miss Gatt, Miss Crane, Mrs Waldron, Mr Mernik
and Mr Dooley.

NEWS FROM YEAR THREE
Reading
The Year Threes have been practising making inferences as they read. Smart Thinking Readers make logical
deductions by combining clues from the text with prior knowledge. The Year Threes have used pictures and
words from the text to make inferences, a skill they have practised during independent reading time.
We inquired into ‘Concepts of Print’, which refers to an awareness of how print works. Students considered
what books, print, and written language are, and how they function. This inquiry encompassed several
understandings central to the reading process, including the fundamental understanding that print conveys a
message.
Students have enjoyed writing book recommendations, where they list the name of a book they have read, the
author, their opinion of the book and finally whether they would recommend it to a classmate. The Year Threes
shared their recommendations with one another, socialising and interacting around reading, making literacy in
the classroom so much more authentic and enjoyable.
Readers Theatre continues to be a firm favourite across the cohort. This week students presented a text called
It’s Mine by Leo Lionni. Students enjoyed this classic tale about three little frogs who learn the value of
kindness, sharing and co-operation. Teachers and students enjoyed watching the entertaining and engaging
presentations.

Writing
In Writing, the Year Threes have been working on including what they perceive through their senses in their
writing. Students have inquired into the genre of poetry, a wonderful way of encouraging creativity and selfexpression.
Students took a walk around the school and recorded some of the things they noticed in their surroundings. In
the classroom, they used these observations to create poems about what they noticed, and what they wonder
as a result.
Students also used their five senses to write poems about what they love to hear, smell, taste, see and touch.
The Grade Three teachers have been very impressed by the confident, inciteful and creative poems that the
students have composed.

NEWS FROM YEAR THREE
Mathematics
In Maths, the Year Three students have been investigating how to solve worded problems using the
RUCSAC (Read, Understand, Choose, Solve, Answer, Check) strategy. This strategy helps students think
carefully about what the problem is asking. This skill is critical for success in Naplan, which students will
be undertaking in May.
Students have also been exposed to open-ended questions and have begun to explore Place Value.
Open-ended questions require students to think of more than one possible answer or explanation for a
Mathematical problem. A simple example of an open-ended question might be; I am thinking of a
number between 10 and 100 with a single 7 in it. What might my number be?
All of our Maths lessons begin with a warm-up, which is an activity to prepare students for the task
ahead. Teachers have introduced students to a range of warm up games to challenge their
mathematical thinking. Some of the warm-up activities have focused on the skill of estimating.
Estimating is a skill which students can apply to their daily lives. An example might be to estimate a
group of objects before counting. This helps students use reasoning to assist their thinking. Some classes
had fun estimating and then checking the total number of objects in different jars.

Unit of Inquiry
Students are excited about beginning our first Inquiry unit which will focus on the Transdisciplinary
Theme of ‘Who We Are’. This unit will begin with a provocation day full of activities such as cooking,
dancing, mindfulness, craft and sports. We look forward to sharing our experiences from this day in our
next newsletter.
We thank you for your continued support and look forward to another two full weeks jam-packed with
learning.
Kind regards,
Matt Hart, Charlotte Harper, Sidra Fatima, James Peterson and Susan De Lange
The Year Three Team

NEWS FROM YEAR FOUR
Hello Year Four students and families!
After a busy first few weeks of settling back into school, classes have now completed the First 20
Days program and are ready to begin inquiring into some new learning. To signify the end of the First
20 Days program, each class across the school created their own Essential Agreement using the IB
Learner Profile attributes. You will be able to view these agreements in your child’s classroom and on
their class Schoolbox page in coming weeks.
Literacy
This week we began our exploration into ‘Poetry’. This is
a great way for students to get into writing as they can
make it as personal or creative as their choose. As a class
we all will be exploring books written by author Jane
Yolen, discussing how poetry can be descriptive and
doesn’t always need to rhyme. Students have been
creating ‘Found Poetry’, a technique that has students
finding words and sentences in books that inspire or
interest them. We have also been looking at growing our
vocabulary, creating classroom and personal word walls
that help students choose more powerful words for their
writing. We encourage your children to try using more
powerful words when telling you about their day.
Mathematics
This week we also began learning about Place Value.
Students created anchor charts about what they
know already about place value and have been
playing group math games and completing activities
to challenge and grow their understanding of our
number system. Students also set personal math
goals this week and have outlined what they need to
find out and how they might work on this goal. For
at home, Mathletics and multiplication practice is
always useful.
Inquiry
As a PYP school, it is important that student voice, choice and agency is supported. In Week Five,
students were given the opportunity to brainstorm their wonderings for the ‘Who We Are’
Transdisciplinary Theme. Students collaborated with each other and collectively shared what they
were eager to find out about. Teachers will use these wonderings as the foundation of the learning
the students will explore. Stay tuned for more insight into our first inquiry unit topic in the coming
weeks.
Homework
Homework has recommenced and students were handed out physical copies of the homework
information at the beginning of the week. These will eventually be shared on Schoolbox. Students
have until the Wednesday of the following week (10 days) to complete and bring back their books to
the classroom teacher.

NEWS FROM YEAR FIVE
BEACH SAFETY

The Year Five students have been introduced
to our Saltwater Beach Safety program, run in
conjunction with the Williamstown Surf
Lifesaving Club. Each Monday, students travel
by bus to Williamstown beach, where they
learn how they can be safe in and out of the
water.
Students have developed their personal safety by practicing safety steps into deep water, climbing
onto a body board in open water, and treading water. As well as personal safety, students have
explored how to keep others safe too. This has included surf rescues with everyday equipment, pulling
in a swimmer with a rope and first responder training.

FOOD TECH

Thanks to the fabulous Miss Caminiti, our students have
had the opportunity to get hands on in our Food Tech
classroom. The Year Five students were delighted to learn
the process of making fresh tomato and basil pasta. They
engaged their knowledge of procedural texts,
collaboration and teamwork. The result was a delicious
reward to their hard work. Thank you to the parents who
returned the food allergy forms, allowing this class to
happen.

FIRST AID TRAINING

As part of our development as the
future leaders of the school, the Year
Five students took part in a basics
first aid course onsite. Students
learned their DR.ABCS, how to place
somebody in the recovery position,
and practiced their C.P.R. techniques
on training dummies. A big thank you
to Ms. Grenfell for organising this
opportunity for our learners.

NEWS FROM YEAR SIX
Year Six Beach Program

Year Six students have had quite the exciting start to the year with a few excursions to the beach. We saw
many students exhibiting their prior knowledge and skills of water safety and survival as they confidently
demonstrated these skills in the pool and on the beach. We also saw many students being resilient and
courageous when they were feeling a bit uneasy about being in the ocean or the deep end of the pool.
Aiden Williams from 6D said, “I learnt how to do CPR and the acronym DRS ABCD, and I enjoyed saving my
friends in the pool with the rope.”
We are very proud of what the students were able to accomplish and are excited for their last beach session
on March 15th. We would like to remind families that being so late in the season, it will likely be quite chilly on
this day. The lifeguards have highly recommended investing in or borrowing a wetsuit for the day to stay
warm!

Buddies
All classes have met their prep buddies for the year. We were very proud of students who displayed principled
behaviours and were great role models for their prep buddy. Many classrooms participated in the get to know
you activities such as eating lunch with their buddy, reading a story to their buddy or drawing pictures. Students
and teachers look forward to continuing to build positive relationships with the prep students.

NEWS FROM YEAR SIX
St. John’s First Aid In Schools
Our Year Six students excitedly participated in the St. John’s First Aid in Schools program last week.
They listened carefully as they learnt what to do in a real-life emergency. They learned the acronym
‘DRS ABCD’.
D - Danger
R - Response
S - Send for Help
A - Airway
B - Breathing
C - CPR
D - Defibrillate
With this knowledge to guide them, they learned when and how to do Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation (CPR). Each child had the opportunity to practice doing the chest compressions to a
steady beat of ‘Baby Shark’.
Although many students had some prior knowledge in first aid, all students gained confidence and
understanding of CPR and basic first aid after completing the program.
Ahil from 6B said, “First aid was a really good idea because we learnt so much. We learnt what to do
when someone is in trouble. I know that all the things that we’ve done in first aid will be useful
when we grow up. We learnt how to take care of unconscious people and how to check if they are
breathing or alive. We also learnt how to call for help.”

